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Editorial by Tony Wawrukiewicz
As promised, this newsletter is printed with a larger 

font, namely 11 point. I made the executive decision to not 
increase the font size to 12 because that would decrease the 
content of the newsletter too much.There is a lot to mention 
in this editorial.

About a year or so ago, one of our readers correctly 
pointed out that in our newsletter there were few articles 
concerned with foreign markings. Since then I have attempt-
ed, I think successfully, to present more such articles. In fact 
I’ve had to be careful that I did not overload the newsletter 
with articles mainly oriented toward such foreign markings. 

As I have searched out such studies, I have been pleasant-
ly surprised that, at least for me, this has been a rewarding 
exercise because I have learned so much. For example, I 
had no idea that it was necessary to introduce ‘Paid Free’ 
markings into the various occupation zones after WWII 
(these are discussed in this newsletter). And, as the readers 
will see in the July newsletter, there was an amazing variety 
of registration markings used as handstamps in the Union of 
South Africa. Finally, in the next newsletter I will present 
a series of ‘EXPRESS FEE PAID’ handstamped markings 
on express foreign letters entering Great Britain, markings 
I and others have not been able to explain.

As I have begun to collect the New York City auxiliary 
markings, I’ve been doing a lot of research and reaching 
out to collectors for images of markings. My research has 
been into the Postal Laws and Regulations, and the Postal 
Bulletins (http://www.uspostalbulletins.com). In addition, 

the APRL produced images of all the Postal Guides from 
1874 to 1953. Then, using the excellent OCR software of 
ABBYY, Don Denman and Mike Ludeman made high-qual-
ity OCRed PDFs of these images. We eventually hope to 
make these searchable (like the Postal Bulletins and the 
PL&Rs), but at least they are presently downloadable at the 
following URL at Denman’s Stampsmarter website http://
www.stampsmarter.com/learning/Home_USPOD.html.

In this newsletter and others, I have begun to present 
some of the New York City auxiliary markings that I have 
been able to locate (early NYC registration markings in this 
case). Unfortunately, there are so many of them out there 
that I myself will not be able to locate and collect them all. 
Therefore, I am asking you the reader to look over your 
collections and locate new markings I don’t have. Then, if 
you can send me images of these new markings, I will put 
them together with the ones I have, and eventually be able 
to publish a more complete listing. I, of course, will give 
you credit for your markimgs.

For those who have bought various editions of the Waw-
rukiewicz-Beecher rate books, the errata for these books will 
eventually (hopefully soon) be available as PDFs located on the 
Postal Bulletin website. By the way, anyone who has purchased 
my Insights into U.S. Postal History, 1855 - 2016, already has 
these errata, but this announcement is not meant to force you 
to buy this book, as the errata will eventually be downloadable 
for free. Also, I  will email an errata PDF to any AMC member 
if you email me at tonywawruk@gmail.com.
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Registration Auxiliary Markings of New York City, 1855 and Later, an Introduction
by Tony Wawrukiewicz

       
Introduction 

I owe much of the preliminary information that follows 
to James Milgram and his book UNITED STATES REGIS-
TERED MAIL 1845-1870.

Registration of mail today is a special service which 
supplies the most secure handling of registered letters or 
packages and has an option for indemnification insurance, 
i.e., payment in the case of loss or damage. In the United 
States, this indemnification did not become available when 
this service was first made available here. But the process 
that allowed meticulous documentation that allowed the 
registered item to be tracked rigorously was the service that 
was developed as Registered Mail. This included various 
provisions to safeguard such items including segregating 
them from the regular mails.

From 1845 to 1855, an unofficial process of register-
ing (listing for proof of mailing) valuable items began to 
occur, and in some instances the postmaster also placed a 
handstamp R on such letters. This registration served as a 
measure of proof if the item was lost so that there was some 
proof of mailing that would result in forcing a search for it.

James Milgram, on page 31 in his book mentioned 
above, summarized the Act of March 3, 1855, effective 
July 1, 1855, one that inaugurated the registration service, 
as follows:

The service started July 1, 1855, at a fee of 5¢ 
per letter. Postmasters were to keep a receipt book 
into which pertinent information about the letter 
was entered, and a written numbered receipt was 
issued to the sender, separating the receipt from 
the retained entry in the book. The postmasters 
were to keep a separate list (the register) of the 
registered letters sent from their office. This list 
contained more data about the letter than the re-
ceipt book.

Then the postmaster composed a separate let-
ter bill for each registered letter, and this letter 
bill was mailed to the next post office receiving 
the letter in a separate envelope. Also the regis-
tered letters themselves were handled separate 
from the ordinary mail.

Sometimes the receiving post office was the 
final destination, but often it was an intervening 
distributing post office. If it was the latter, the 
whole process was started over again with the 
original letter bill going to the next post office 

and new register entries made. A duplicate of the 
original letter bill was now returned to the post of-
fice of mailing which was now informed that the 
letter had reached its first destination. The return 
bills were supposed to be marked “correct” but in 
practice they were usually postmarked.

At the post office of final delivery, a receipt 
was taken from the person authorized to receive 
the letter. That receipt was kept at the office of 
delivery. A portion of the bill called the Returned 
Registered Letter Bill was mailed by the postmas-
ter at the point of delivery to the postmaster of the 
office of original mailing. The patron who sent the 
letter did not receive any receipt that the letter was 
delivered.
       
What this process did was to allow the registered item 

to be tracked as it traveled through the postal system. 
Therefore, if it was lost, that point could be documented 
precisely, and blame could be exactly placed. There was 
no indemnification if the item was lost. I, personally, think 
that 5¢ could not possibly pay for all the services required 
by this tracking process. 

In fact, as per the Act of March 3, 1863, as of July 1, 
1863, the fee for registration increased to 20¢. In addi-
tion, as that same date, two receipts were signed by the 
letter’s recipient, and, as before, one copy was kept on 
file at the delivery office, and the other copy was returned 
to the sender. Today, this second receipt is optional, and 
costs extra.

New postal regulations came into effect on June 1, 1867. 
Hence, the registration fees were to be paid in stamps. In 
addition, the numbering of registered items was to start again 
beginning each quarter. As of January 1, 1869, the registration 
fee was reduced to 15¢, on Jan. 1, 1874 to 8¢, on July 1, 1875 
raised to 10¢, on Jan. 1, 1893 back to 8¢. A complete listing 
of the later rates can be found in the Wawrukiewicz-Beecher 
U.S. Domestic Postal Rates.

       
Registered Auxiliary Marking Handstamps Used in New 
York City from 1855

This article is a preliminary one that introduces the sub-
ject of NYC registered markings and only illustrates them 
through the preliminary date of 1890. Especially, for these 
pre-1890 markings, I am in debt to James Milgram and Ardy 
Callendar for making many of these markings available to 
me on cover. I have enhanced these markings that are found 
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in this chapter. The initials “as” placed under a marking 
indicates that the marking is true to size.

During the first years, only one such marking is found 
and is illustrated in Figure 1. This is the only marking seen 
until 1863, and it is a rare one, known on maybe as few as 
three covers. There is uncertainty about its origin, with some 
belief, because it is so rare and quite unusual, that it is private 
in origin. In his book, on Page 133, Milgram illustrates an 
Aug. 27, 1855 (R-NY-1) example of this marking, and com-
ments that another, Sept. 1854, example exists. However, 
Callendar has yet another example that is the one illustrated 
in Figure 1. This example was on an Oct. 1, 1856 domestic 
letter from NYC to Washington, D.C. Like the other two, a 
date is placed where one would expect a registration number 
to be placed, and no registration number is found on the 
envelope. I believe that underlying the Oct. 1, 1856 date is 
the beginning of the text for a Sept. 30, 1856 date that was 
changed to the Oct. date. The designation R-NY-1 and other 
such designations through R-NY-13 are from Milgram’s 
registration book.

             
Figure 1  (R-NY-1, 1854-6, as, Courtesy Callendar)
Between 1856 and 1863, registered covers from NYC 

carried registration numbers but no ‘Registered’ markings. 
Milgram, in his book, on pages 133 and 134, illustrates two 
such examples, from 1860 and 1861. Finally, in 1863, two 
different ‘Registered’ hs types of NYC were introduced. 
The first of these is the red straight-lined example shown 
in Figure 2 (R-NY-4). Apparently, for the two examples 
we have from Milgram and Callendar, this straight-lined 
marking was associated with the circular marking with the 
mustache illustrated below (R-NY-5).

                 

                     
  Figure 2 (R-NY-4, R-NY-5, 1863-5, as, Courtesy Milgram / Callendar)

The next NYC registration marking is known used from 1863-9. 
Milgram has a NYC to Philadelphia cover illustrating this marking 
on page 136 of his book (R-NY-7).

                       
Figure 3 (R-NY-7, 1863-9, as, courtesy Milgram)

The next NYC marking. shown in Figure 4, also a straight-line 
type, was illustrated in a Milgram article: “Domestic Registered 

Mail, 1861-70,” James W. Milgram M.D., The Chronicle of the U.S. 
Classical Postal Issues, Vol. 71, Number: 4 Year: 2019 Chronicle: 
264. On this cover, and one owned by Callendar, is the straight-
lined marking (R-NY-3) again associated with mustached circular 
marking (R-NY-5).

                     

                   
Figure 4 (R-NY-3, R-NY-5, 1864, as, Courtesy Milgram / Callendar)

From 1867-9 two rimless types were used. In Figure 5 
is a black rimless type (R-NY-9) used then.

                          
Figure 5 (R-NY-9, 1867-9, as, Courtesy Milgram)

In Figure 6 is a second, red rimless type (R-NY-10), also 
used from 1867-9.

                              
Figure 6 (R-NY-10, 1867-9, as, Courtesy Milgram)
            
By the end of the 1870s NYC registration hs began to 

indicate that they were being produced by various branch-
es in NYC. Two, one each from Branch D and E, are now 
shown in Figures 7 (R-NY-12) and 8 (R-NY-13). Milgram 
has not seen any of these early hs from Branches A, B, or C.

    
Figure 7 (R-NY-12, 1869-70, as, Courtesy Milgram)

                    
Figure 8 (R-NY-13, 1870, as, Courtesy Milgram)

Callendar, see Figure 9, has a similar L branch marking 
on a letter from NYC to England.
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       Figure 9 (1876, as, Courtesy Callendar)

Now, are presented a series of Callendar non-branch 
markings used from 1873-6. The first of these is in Figure 
10. It was placed on a 1873 REGISTERED LETTER BILL 
for a registered letter from NYC to Locktown, N.J.

      
     Figure 10 (1876, as, Courtesy Callendar)

In Figure 11 is a Jan. 14, 1876 marking from a NYC to Sumter, 
South Carolina letter.

                      
     Figure 11 (1876, as, Courtesy Callendar)

In Figure 12 is a marking from a Feb. 7, 1876 RETURN 
REGISTERED-LETTER RECEIPT from NYC to Norwalk.

                  
   Figure 12 (1875-6, as, Courtesy Callendar)

To this point the markings tended to be circular but for 
now, most of them shown will be linear. The linear example 
in Figure 13 was on, among others, an 1877 NYC to Phil-
adelphia, Penn. letter.

           
 Figure 13 (1877-82, as, Courtesy Callendar)

I came across two Branch-NYC markings that are duplicates 
of those Ardy Callendar has. The first of these, from 1878, is 
illustrated in Figure 14. They are also known as early as 1877 

and as late as 1894. The Branches, indicated by the letters on the 
markings, are presumably as numerous as the various letters used; 
however, this is not proved. A variety of these are shown, both 
from the Wawrukiewicz and Callendar collections. A select few 
markings that are varied from this branch design will be shown as 
other types also found in the same period.

In Figure 14 is an early example of this new branch design.

        
      Figure 14 (1877-8, not as, Wawrukiewicz)

The linear example in Figure 15 was on, among others, 
an 1878 NYC to Providence, R.I. letter.

           
 Figure 15 (1878-80, as, Courtesy Callendar)
The non-branch NYC marking example in Figure 16 

was on an 1879 post office money order official business 
local NYC letter.

      
      Figure 16 (1879, as, Courtesy Callendar)
The non-branch NYC marking example in Figure 17 was 

on an 1882 NYC letter.

   
      Figure 17 (1882, not as, Wawrukiewicz)
In Figure 18 is a variant of the branch design where careful 

comparison is necessary to see the difference. Among others, it 
was on an 1887 NYC to Plainfield, Conn. letter.

                 
      Figure 18 (1885-7, not as, Wawrukiewicz)

Finally, this pre-1890 survey of early NYC registration 
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1939 Kenya to London Airmail Letter ‘LOCAL AIR FEE PAID’
by Tony Wawrukiewicz

This is a 1939 Kenya to London letter that I presume 
partly traveled via airmail because of the ‘LOCAL AIR 
FEE PAID’ handstamp on the front. Someone who is more 
versed in the British Airmail service probably has a better 
idea of how such mail was handled. 

1918 Undeliverable Domestic Letter ‘STREETS NOT NUMBERED HERE’
by Merle Farrington

This is an undeliverable May 1918 3¢ for up-to-one 
ounce war-rate cover. Since there were two three cent stamps 
placed, I assume that it weighed up to two ounces, yet the 
envelope doesn’t give evidence of this. 

The handstamp on the cover, ‘STREETS NOT NUM-
BERED HERE’ is really remarkable to me because Rock-
ford, Ill. is a large city. Perhaps the street of address was in 
a part of the city so rural that there were no house numbers? 
Anyway, the letter was undeliverable because of this, and 
it was ‘RETURN TO WRITER.’

markings ends with one last branch variant. In Figure 19 
is a marking that, among others, was on an 1887 NYC to 
Paris, France letter.

       
   Figure 19 (1887-89, as, Courtesy Callendar)

       
Conclusion

This chapter is part of the new book I’m working on, one 
that will illustrate all of the auxiliary markings of New York 
City. The book will include an entire chapter on registered 
markings, but this abbreviated article is only concerned with 
those markings up to 1890. These markings are not easily 
found, and I am indebted to James Milghram M.D. and 
Ardy Callendar for making most of them available to me.

Club to Meet in McClean, VA and a Warning
by Ralph H. Nafziger and Tony Wawrukiewicz

attendees are invited to bring covers with interesting auxiliary 
markings to show. In many cases during past sessions, mysteries 
have been solved at these popular occasions. There will be auxil-
iary markings exhibits, and we will have a table at the show. Tom 
Breske will present a one-hour seminar on “Interface: Deltiology 
and Philately,” including auxiliary markings. A question and an-
swer segment will follow the presentation. Everyone is invited to 
attend the festivities. I hope to see you there.

(Warning: so many stamps shows have cancelled so that this 
may be another show where this happens. So please watch their 
website as the showtime approaches.) The Auxiliary Markings 
Club will hold its annual meeting during the NAPEX show, June 
5-7, 2020 at the Hilton McLean Tyson’s Corner, 7920 Jones 
Branch Drive, McLean, VA 22102.  There will be a board meeting 
on Friday, June 5 to which all members are invited. Our general 
membership meeting will occur on Saturday, June 6. After a short 
business meeting, there will be a “Show and Tell” session where 



Page 6

Auxiliary Markings - Issue 66                   April 2020

‘Under Certificate of Posting’
by Tony Wawrukiewicz

This article is meant to further the discussion started by 
Frye’s article “Tanzanian Auxiliary Marking: ‘Under Cer-
tificate of Postage’” found in the January 2020 newsletter. 
Since then I have discovered a number of uses of the mark-
ing, from India and Pakistan, as well as a form given to a 
user of this process in India, and an example of the similar 
receipt, a certificate of mailing used in the United States.

In Figure 1 is a 1958 airmail letter from India to Italy 
that carried a handstamp (hs) ‘Under Certificate of Posting’ 
This hs differs from the Tanzanian example which uses the 
word postage instead of posting. In fact all of the examples 
in this article do this.

   Figure 1  

In Figure 2 is a 1960 aerogramme from Pakistan to 
Switzerland that was also sent ‘UNDER CERTIFICATE 
OF POSTING.’

   Figure 2

The third example, in Figure 3,  is another Pakistan let-
ter, a 1962 airmail letter to England, that was also ‘Under 
certificate of Posting,’ with a different hs. 

   Figure 3

In Figure 4 is an actual CERTIFICATE OF POSTING, 
dated 1949, from India, that correctly only has one entry. 
It is for a non-registered item, where the form contains the 
address of the addressee, and the fee is paid with a Half 
Anna stamp.

   Figure 4
Now let’s consider how the United States handles such 
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proof of mailing service. In Figure 5 is a 1970 internation-
al certificate of mailing that recorded the mailing of ’One 
piece of ordinary mail’ to Switzerland. This service was first 
available in 1915, when the fee was 1¢. By 1970, the fee 
for the service had increased to 5¢, and the items for which 
a receipt of mailing could be obtained were domestc and 
foreign ones. In my experience the most common type of 
mailing for which one obtained such a receipt was for the 
mailing of one’s taxes to the Internal Revenue Service. As 
I mentioned as an editorial comment after the Frye article 
in January, all of these services require payment of a fee, 
but the U.S. service did not require that a handstamp be 
placed on the item.    Figure 5

Polio Epidemic Auxiliary Marking
by Thomas Richards

In Figure 1 is a Sept 30th 1955 cover from Clintonville, 
Wisconsin announcing its 100th year anniversary celebra-
tion. An auxiliary marking stating the postponement of the 
celebration’s show because of a Polio Epidemic is shown 
in Figure 2.

In 1955, Dr. Salk’s vaccine would be announced to the 
world as safe and effective, saving countless lives. But it 
would take two vaccines and two fiercely competitive NYU 
medical school graduates — Dr. Jonas Salk and Dr. Albert 
Sabin — to eradicate polio in the United States.1

Figure 3 shows the reverse of the cover with the send-
er’s marking. It was sent by the American Metered Postage 
Society’s President – Henry Meisel (Figure 4). Meisel was 
a noted meter collector. He was also known for “creating” 

unusual metered mail.2 With his “creative” background, 
one could wonder if there really was a Polio Epidemic 
that caused the cancellation of the 100th year Clintonville 
celebration or did Henry just make one up to create a more 
interesting metered cover. But videos on YouTube document 
the spread of the disease in Wisconsin in 1955.3

Any additional information would be appreciated. (tjr-
movieman@gmail.com)

The content of Figures 2 and 4 are shown actual size.

1. https://www.elsevier.com/connect/remember-
ing-the-dreaded-summers-of-polio.

2. http://meterstampsociety.com/gallery/meisel/letter.jpg.
3.  More Clintonville Wisc Polio Epidemic News videos.

Figure 1 Figure 3

Figure 2

Figure 4
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Introduction 

Most postal services have provided faster—and costli-
er—handling of the mails by offering transport by air. In 
contrast, surface mail has offered slower—and, therefore, 
cheaper— service. While air-mail letters typically have car-
ried a designation to note their transport by air, the use of the 
qualifier “surface” has implied movement of the mail either 
by land or sea. Mail that has traveled between locations on 
different landmasses has occasionally borne an auxiliary 
marking to note the particular type of surface mail service 
needed to complete delivery: ‘Sea mail.’

This portrait of one cover presents an instance of an 

‘SEA MAIL’Auxiliary Marking on a Letter from Kobe, Japan to Franklin, Mass.
by David M. Frye (dfrye@widesky.biz)

auxiliary marking that tagged a piece of business corre-
spondence as a piece of transoceanic surface mail. It also 
provides an estimate of its date of mailing. 

Figure 1 presents a business letter envelope mailed from 
Soyo International Corp., Kobe, Japan, to Nyberg Products 
Co., Franklin, Massachusetts. A partial duplex cancellation 
on the back of the envelope shows the letter arrived in New 
York in 1969. The lack of clarity displayed by the circular 
date stamp (CDS) applied to the vertical pair of stamps on 
the front of the ‘SEA MAIL’ Auxiliary Marking on a letter 
from Kobe, Japan, to Franklin, Massachusetts envelope does 
not permit easy reading of the month and day of mailing. 

The pair of images presented in Fig. 2, however, shows 
that using the service provided by RetroReveal.org can aid 
in reading the details of the postmark.

 
   Figure 2

Figure 1. Kobe, Japan, to Franklin, Massachusetts. A business-letter envelope (original: 234.0 mm × 104.0 mm) 
bears two 25-¥ Hydrangea definitive stamps, issued 1 July 1966, which paid the international surface-mail letter rate 
of 50 ¥ for the first 20 g. The rate took effect on the day of the stamps’ issuance (Wawrukiewicz and Beecher, p. 304). 

Figure 2 shows postmark details of the vertical pair 
shown at 2×. (a) Original color scan. (b) Rendering of the 
original color scan in the LSHLab colorspace with the H 
channel isolated (retroReveal, 2019). The resulting contrast 
between the postmark and the stamp enables one to discern 
the month “II” to the left of the hydrangea in the top stamp.

Covers mailed in Japan in the late 1960s, which are 
plentiful on Web sites like eBay.com and Delcampe.net, 
use CDSs that render mailing dates in the form XX.Y.ZZ, 
where XX, Y, and ZZ give the day, month in Roman numer-
als, and year, respectively, where Hindu–Arabic numerals 
render the day and year. Thus, the colorspace image in Fig. 
2(b) shows “??.II.69,” which indicates the letter entered the 
mail in February 1969. The indicator of the day straddles 
the left-hand border of the stamp and is illegible. Either 
the sender or a postal clerk used black ink to obscure the 
printed French–Japanese air-mail etiquette and the phrase 
VIA AIR MAIL.

This cover’s ‘SEA MAIL’ auxiliary marking appears in 
Fig. 3 below.

Figure 3. ‘SEA MAIL’ Auxiliary marking (original: 33.5 
mm × 6.5 mm) uses a sansserif font and all caps.
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One article in the collected issues of Auxiliary Markings 
reports a ‘Sea Mail’ auxiliary marking. This marking, re-
produced in Fig. 4, below, presents the same message but 
with different font, ink, and punctuation.

Figure 4. ‘Sea Mail’ auxiliary marking on a cover “post-
ed from Bombay, India to Boston MA 1947” (Breske, 2012).

       
Conclusion

This Kobe–Franklin cover demonstrates the use of a 
‘SEA MAIL’ auxiliary marking in 1969. The cover itself 
does not provide enough evidence to establish who convert-
ed a preprinted air-mail envelope for sea-mail transport. The 
identification of a non-air-mail envelope mailed from Japan 

to a transoceanic destination would provide evidence of 
whether or not the ‘SEA MAIL’ auxiliary marking appeared 
on sea mail generally or was confined, perhaps, to envelopes 
that appeared, at first glance, to merit air-mail service.
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Modern ‘(Mail) IN DISPUTE’ Marking (With Undeliverable As Addressed (UAA) Update)
     by Roland Austin

In the January 2009 issue of the newsletter 
was an article by David Straight about the aux-
iliary marking ‘MAIL IN DISPUTE’ from 1913. 
Searching through the newsletter index, this is 
the only report of such a marking I have found.

While examining more of my PARS (sorting 
system) labels with UAA inkjet information 
markings, I discovered this new one just to the left 
of the label: ‘DIS.’ The January 24, 2007, label 
states the reason for this mail being undeliverable 
as ‘IN DISPUTE.’ 

I inquired of the 
postmaster as to ex-
actly what was in 
dispute for this letter 
to be returned. Mail 
in dispute must be a 
rare occurrence, as 
he had no knowl-
edge of why such 
a marking would 
be used. Having no 
immediate answer, 
he said he would 
check into it and re-
turn my call. The 
next day, he called 
and said mail is in 
dispute when there 
is a problem with 
the forwarding address, and had no other details.

Undeliverable as British Prisoner of War
by Tony Wawrukiewicz

This 1942 Great Britain censored letter was to a British 
soldier who was interned as a prisoner of war .
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Temporary Post-WWII-War ‘Paid Free’ Markings Before Stamp Availability
by Tony Wawrukiewicz

       
Introduction

Until very recently, I had been unaware of development 
of a Post-WWII temporary postal system in Germany. How-
ever, this changed when I happened upon a number of post 
war ‘Paid Free’ markings. My first reaction was that their 
use was limited to the French Zone, but communication 
with Rudi Anders of the German Philatelic Society (GPS) 
quickly disavowed me of this misconception.

Because I began to ask questions of him about this pro-
cess, he has since written a discussion that clarifies certain 
points. My quotes are from a first draft of his forthcoming/
planned articles in the German Postal Specialist. Specifi-
cally, to quote him:

American and British armed forces marching 
into Germany from the west and south carried with 
them an issue of postage stamps prepared earlier 
for them. The Western Allies had agreed early-on 
that the communications and postal services were to 
be under the control of the occupiers, initially the 
local commanders in both the East and the West. 
The Americans had even prepared postage stamps 
for the occupation. This Allied Military Government 
(AMG) issue was in fact ‘tested’ in Aachen in March 
of 1945 while the last battles were still raging. Af-
ter the surrender, the western allies immediately 
closed all post offices. Postal service was to be re-
stored gradually, first on a local basis between June 
and August and then expanding to the regional/zonal 
level. Inter-zone mail was not allowed until October 
1945. However, the administration of postal services 
was not centralized, but controlled by each of the 
occupiers....

The Soviet occupiers refused to use the AMG 
stamps, as did the French. That was good in as much 
as they did not even suffice for use in the Ameri-
can and British Zones. This was in part because the 
number of stamps required had been greatly under-
estimated and because a fair number of AMG stamps 
were used/claimed by GIs as wonderful souvenirs....

 The absence of stamps was cumbersome for the 
customers who had to go to the counter to pay for 
each letter, but also time-consuming for the clerks 
who had to apply markings on individual covers...

But everything had changed with the calamitous 
collapse of the Nazi regime. Regional postal author-
ities (Reichspost Direktionen – RPD, or Ober PDs) 
advised that cash fees should be recorded by use of 
special “Fee Paid” markings. The standard termi-
nology was to be: “Gebühr bezahlt” (fee paid) – al-
though as will become clear, there was more than 
one way to mark a letter....

Before getting to the enormous variety of Geb-
ühr bezahlt markings, one should remember that the 
emergency measures were not just needed in the im-
mediate aftermath of the war because of a lack of 
stamps, but also a second time in 1948 with the cur-
rency reform. (no examples from this second period 
will be shown in this article - Tony Wawrukiewicz)

The following table provides a summary of geo-
graphic areas and times of the use of Gebühr bezahlt 
markings. Based on Richter’s1 work there are two 
periods – the initial one is for a lack of stamps after 
the war, or times at which there were some values 

not available at post office counters. The second pe-
riod (examples not shown here) is during the curren-
cy reform where valid stamps were not available for 
a relatively short time, but also when stamps from 
western Zones were not recognized as valid in the 
Soviet Zone and visa-versa.

Times of Use of the ‘Gebühr bezahlt’ Markings
Geographic Area First period

American Zone 1945 to May 1946;
 in Bavaria until August 1946

British Zone 1945 to July 1946
French Zone 1945 to June 1948
Soviet Zone 1945 to July 1946

Turning to illustrating just a few of the great variety of 
types, note that the Richter Katalog2 lists over 15,000 post 
offices with markings. 

       
‘Paid Free’ Markings used in Various Zones

As it is in the purview of our newsletter, I now present 
a number of these ‘Gebühr Bezahlt’ and ‘Taxe Perçue’ (fee 
paid) markings used on letters in various Zones in the first 
period. The variety of these are such that four groupings 
are illustrated.

       
‘Gebühr bezahlt’ Markings used in the Various Zones

This grouping is shown first because examples of it 
are found dated earliest (in 1945). Considering the above 
information, this may be because early mail was only al-
lowed domestically, and ‘Gebühr bezahlt’ was supposed 
to be used domestically.
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   Figure 1
In Figure 1 is a fancy ‘Gebühr bezahlt’ handstamp 

(hs) on a Sept. 14, 1945 domestic letter from Meerane, 
Germany (Soviet Zone). The hs of this type carried the 
originating town name (Meerane in this case).

In Figure 2 is a Jan. 1, 1946 domestic letter from Darm-
stadt to Frankfurt (American Zone), Germany, carrying a 
more typical ‘Gebühr bezahlt’ hs.

   Figure 2

The next two ‘Gebühr bezahlt’ hs are shown without 
the accompanying letters in order to illustrate some vari-
ety in these hs. The hs in Figure 3 was on a Jan. 17, 1946 
domestic letter, also originating in Darmstadt (American 
Zone). Note the slight difference in the design.

   Figure 3

The March 22, 1946 hs in Figure 4 is from another 
domestic letter (unknown zone).

   Figure 4

A number of ‘Gebühr bezahlt’ hs illustrate a different 
sort of domestic letter, where the hs on the letter indicate 
that they were commercial domestic items. I have four 
of these, all with some interesting variation.

In Figure 5 is an Oct. 10, 1945 domestic letter from 
the German city of Magdeburg (Soviet Zone). Besides 
the fancy ‘Gebühr bezahlt’ hs, the letter carries a German 
word ‘Geschäftlich’ hs, a word that translates as commer-
cial. This variant also carries the German ‘Deutsch’ rather 
than the English German that we’ll see in subsequent 
examples. It also carries the word ‘Drucksache’ (printed 
matter). As we’ll see, this type of letter may carry the 

word commercial in English or German.

   Figure 5

In Figure 6 is a local Jan. 25, 1946 Frankfurt (American 
Zone) ‘Gebühr bezahlt’ hs letter that carries an in English 
‘commercial’ hs, rather than in German as in Figure 5. 
However, interestingly, the English translation German 
for the country is written alongside the word commercial.

   Figure 6

The next ‘Gebühr bezahlt’ hs, in Figure 7, illustrates 
yet another vaiation in the phrase commercial on the 
letter. In this figure is a May 25, 1946 local Frankfurt 
(American Zone) letter that carries the same ‘Gebühr 
bezahlt’ hs as on the Figure 6 letter. However, interest-
ingly to me, the commercial hs is quite different from 
that hs in Figure 6. Now it states ‘German / ‘Geschäft-
lich,’ a combination of the English and the German. 
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   Figure 7
       

‘Taxe perçue’ Markings used in French Zones
Next is shown examples of ‘Taxe perçue’ (fee paid) 

markings and also some variants. From the table, it is 
seen why these later examples were all used in the French 
Zone. These, by my examples, appear later, and for them 
one international use is seen. These hs differ in a major 
manner from the ‘Gebühr bezahlt’ hs because they tend 
to carry the postage rate paid in them (0.6 Reich Pfennigs 
in this case). Illustrated is a Dec. 7, 1946 domestic letter 
to Villigen (French Zone) where the fee was paid.

   Figure 8
Next, in Figure 9, is a ‘Taxe perçue’ hs that was on a 

Dec. 9, 1946 domestic letter from Überlingen (French 
Zone) to Lübeck. Unlike in Figures 8 and 10 it did not 
carry the fee paid.

   Figure 9
In Figure 10 is the only international example I have located, 

even though the ‘Taxe perçue’ hs was supposed to be mainly 
on foreign mail. It was on a Steinen (French Zone) Oct. 21, 
1946 letter to a rural address in Ghent, New York. Note the 7.5 
Reich Pfennigs paid the fee for the postage.

   Figure 10
In the last Figure, 11, another domestic letter to Lübeck, we 

see a final variant of the fee paid hs where both messages are 
found. That is, this article shows the remarkable variation in the 
fee paid process. The BLACKFOREST (SCHWARZVELD) 
in the cancel indicates a French Zone use.

   Figure 11
I hope that this subject was as interesting to others as 

it was to me - because it was so unknown to me, yet I 
think is an important subject.


