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Editorial
by Tony Wawrukiewicz

I have some unfortunate news ro pass on to our readers. I’m 
sorry to report that Michael Meade passed away recently. Be-
sides being an author of numerous articles concerning auxiliary 
markings labels throughout the years, he was also a friend of 
mine whom I saw every year at WESTPEX. I also knew his wife, 
Elizabeth, before she passed away. Sadly, I’m afraid that we are 
all getting older.

As I was thinking about the article by Joe Rosinski, about the 
markings at the bottom of two of his letters from 1977 and 1978, 
I thought about the articles over the years we have had in our 
newsletter about “Spray” and “Inkjet Markings.”

As I perused these articles, I noticed a number of things. First 
and foremost, the spray markings are composed of small dots, 
including the first, experimental example, known from Oct. 15, 
1976. This is not true of the markings on the Rosinski covers. 
Therefore, these new markings, although they are repeated on the 
covers, are, (a) quite different in underlying format from spray 
markings, and (b) are seen much earlier than the apparent earliest 
general usage date of 1989 we have for the latter.

I also made some other, perhaps useful, observations concern-
ing them. Although this may be due to the fact that the first article 
was published in April 2005, the newsletter has no examples of the 
message-type spray markings after 2005 (e.g. ‘Return to Sender’) 

in it. Also, the truncated markings such as ‘RTS’ began in 2005. 
Is this a coincidence? I look forward to hearing from our readers 
concerning these observations.

Tim Bartsche, when I approached him about writing an article 
about Orange Free State auxiliary markings, rightfully pointed 
out that our newsletter usually showed a paucity of articles about 
foreign markings. So, in the future, I will attempt to correct this. 
In fact my article on African auxiliary markings is an attempt to 
do just this. 

Because I was surprised to find almost no articles on Inkjet 
cancels when I used our fine Index, I went through our newsletter 
page by page and found the article on Spray cancels from the April 
2005 newsletter. Only later were they named Inkjet markings.

While doing this, to my utter surprise, I located Thomas Bre-
ske’s fine article about South African auxiliary markings, “Bilin-
gual and Trilingual Marks from South Africa,” that appeared in 
our July 2008 newslatter. In that article, Breske went through 2500 
South African covers from 1980 until the early 2000s, in order to 
make his report. My search for African markings encompassed a 
different set of years, but there is some overlap. Also, my appoach 
is different, partly because I searched the whole African continent 
for my markings. I am looking forward to further input from our 
readers, so as to extend my meager list of African markings further.
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Auxiliary Markings and Auxiliary-Related Markings on African Mail
by Tony Wawrukiewicz

Introduction
Recently, a member of our club noted that there were relatively 

few articles in the newsletter that discussed auxiliary markings 
from foreign countries. This note caused me to begin to search 
out covers from Africa with such markings in Jim Forte’s stock 
and on Ebay and Delcampe web sites. Surprisingly few covers 
turned up. I have separated them into six categories: Per-Airmail 
Etiquettes, Airmail-Related, Express Mail, More Typical Auxiliary 
Markings, Short Paid Mail, Out of Course Mail, and Miscella-
neous. A significant number of the markings are multilingual, so 
are interesting that way. I’m certain that many early, pertinant and 
important auxiliary African markings exist before 1900, but I have 
found none. Neither the covers or the markings in this article are 
shown actual size.

Per-Airmail Etiquettes
The most common marking type that I found was the various 

airmail Etiquettes such as shown in Figure 1. This is the earliest 
South African type (bilingual - English and Afrikaans). Following 
it, in Figure 2, are two subsequent South African trilingual (French, 
English, Afrikaans) examples, one from 1947, the other from 1970.

   Figure 1

          Figure 2a (1947)

              Figure 2b (1970)

The next example, in Figure 3, is an bilingual French and Dutch 
(by airplane)) airmail Etiquette on a 1958 Belgian Congo to New 
York City airmail letter. Interestingly, and not unexpectedly, this 
same Etiquette was on a 1930 Belgian to Belgian Congo airmail 
letter (Figure 4)

   Figure 3

   Figure 4
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By the way, to confuse matters, the “Afrikaans” Etiquette 
below, in Figure 5, was on a 1961 Ghana to Germany airmail let-
ter, also on 1992-2001 Namibia letters and 1974-2003 Botswana 
letters! Why? Can a newsletter reader explain?

   Figure 2

   Figure 5

Early Kenya (around 1932-55) airmail Etiquettes were a simple 
bilingual ‘By Air Mail/Par Avion’ type. However, by a least 1973, 
the mail from Kenya, Uganda, and Tanganyika went via ‘EAST 
AFRICAN / The Safari Airline’ whose Etiquette included the 
bilingual ‘By Air Mail/Par Avion.’ (Figure 6).

   

   Figure 6
Angola is also known as Portuguese West Africa and the‘POR 

AVIAO’ Etiquette is seen from 1935 until at least 1959 (Figure 7).

   Figure 7
Sudan had quite the variety of Etiquettes (Figure 8).

              Figure 8a, 1935

               Figure 8b, 1949

               Figure 8c, 1950

              Figure 8d, 1956
By the way, here’s a quite different Botsawana airmail Eti-

quette (in Figure 9), one seen on covers from 1976-2006.

   Figure 9

From at least the early 1940s, Nigeria airmail used the simple 
bilingual ‘By Air Mail/Par Avion’ Etiquettes. From at least the 
early 1975s, Niger also used the simple bilingual ‘By Air Mail/
Par Avion’ Etiquettes. Algeria, 1925-55, used simple ‘PAR AVI-
ON’ labels. From at least the early 1940s, Egyptian airmail used 
the simple bilingual ‘By Air Mail/Par Avion’ Etiquettes. 1940s, 
Gold Coast airmail also used the simple bilingual ‘By Air Mail/
Par Avion’ Etiquettes. Most Northern Rhodesia (1935-49) airmail 
Etiquettes were simple and bilingual, rarely with ‘PER LUGPOS.’

Airmail-Related Auxiliary Markings
What follows is a number of airmail auxiliary markings found 

on various airmail African country letters. They are listed chrono-
logically because they represent early, then later types of airmail 
service. That is, some of the earlier airmail services were partly 
local or incomplete. In Figure 10 is a 1931 Kenya and Uganda to 
France airmail cover with the ‘AIR FEE PREPAID / TO EUROPE’ 
handstamp. Thus air service was paid to Europe.

  
   Figure 10



Page 4

Auxiliary Markings - Issue 59                  July 2018

In Figure 11 is a handstamp from a Kenya, Uganda, Tangan-
yika letter to England. The ‘FEEDER SERVICE’ hs indicates that, 
like the letter in Figure 10, at the time there was an airmail feeder 
service that took the letter from Kenya, etc. to a central airline 
(probably Emperial Airways) that in turn took the letter to London.

 
   Figure 11

The next letter, in Figure 12, is a 1939 surface letter from 
South Africa to the U.S. The postage paid was at the surface rate 
of 3 pence for up-to-one ounce UPU rate. Therefore, it traveled 
‘BY SURFACE CONVEYANCE’ to the U.S.

     
   Figure 12

The next two letters, in Figures 13 and 14, were ‘INSUFFI-
CIENTLY PAID / FOR AIRMAIL.’ Therefore, the 1953 letter from 
South Africa to Germany went by surface conveyance.

        
   Figure 13

Similarly, the 1960 South Africa to England letter in Figure 
14 was  bilingually insufficiently paid for airmail service and so 
was ‘POSTAGE PAID’ for surface ‘(FS.).’

   Figure 14

Finally, below is a handstamp from a 1964 letter from Cote 
D’Ivoire that states, in translation from the French, that the postage 
was insufficient for airmail service.

   Figure 15

Express Mail and Associated ‘Posted Out of Course’ Mail
I was able to locate a reasonable number of basic examples 

of African country originating Express Mail. In addition, like in 
the United States, certain services are requested such as Express 
or Registered Mail where the service is paid for, but the item is 
placed in a mail box rather than being presented at a post office. 
In the British postal service, this is know as mail ‘Posted Out of 
Course.’ Examples of this latter service will be shown subsequent-
ly and chronologically.

In Figure 16 is a domestic registered 1951 Express Mail South 
Africa letter with a bilingual ‘Express’ label.
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   Figure 16

In Figure 17 is only the simple English ‘Express’ label that was 
placed on a 1961 Ghana to West Germany  registered airmail letter.

    Figure 17

Three examples of the ‘Express’ labels only follow. First, in 
Figure 18, is a bilingual Ethiopia label from a 1980 cover.

 

   Figure 18

Second, in Figure 19, is another bilingual Belgian Congo 
‘Express’ label from a 1989 cover.

  
    Figure 19

Finally, in Figure 20, we have a 2011 Kenya ‘Express’ label.

     Figure 20

Now I present three examples of Express matter, each that was 
‘Posted Out of Course.’ 

The first, in Figure 21, is a 1968 South Africa to London 
England ‘Express’ AIR LETTER where the item was apparently 
posted in a letter box rather than being handed over the counter 
for proper processing. It was thus bilingually ‘POSTED OUT OF 
COURSE.’ But it still was treated as an ‘EXPRESS’ item after 
this as the Express fee was noted to have been paid (‘EXPRESS 
FEE PAID’).

        

    
   Figure 21

The second, in Figure 22, is a domestic 1983 South Africa 
‘Express’ item where the item was also bilingually ‘POSTED 
OUT OF COURSE.’ This hs plus the ‘EXPRESS’ label placed 
apparently means that it still was treated as an ‘EXPRESS’ item 
after this as it entered the mail stream, and thus was delivered as 
an express item.

   Figure 22

In Figure 23, I show one last ‘POSTED OUT OF COURSE’ hs 
without the rather ugly cover. It was on a registered 1978 Nigeria 
airmail letter to London. I am guessing from the hs in Figure 23 
that the letter that was incorrectly dropped in a mail box with the 
registration and express fees paid out of course, and the letter then 
went into the mail stream registered and via express mail, because 
the cover carried a Lagos registration label and a manuscript 
‘EXPRESS’ marking.
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   Figure 23

Typical Auxiliary Markings on African Mail
This section illustrates what are considered more typical aux-

iliary markings such as unclaimed. The first example, in Figure 
24, is a 1931 U.S. to South Africa cover that was ‘RETURN TO 
SENDER’ as ‘UNCLAIMED.’ The trilingual (English, Afrikaan, 
French) translation of unclaimed is shown.

   Figure 24

Next is a 1942 U.S. to South Africa surface letter where the 
the letter was undeliverable because in a trilingual hs (French/
English/Afrikaans) we find that the addressee has ‘GONE AWAY.’

The Dead Letter Office hs was placed back in the United States 
when the letter was returned (Figure 25).

 

   Figure 25

The hs in Figure 26 was from a 1946 domestic, registered Ni-
gerian cover that was ‘UNCLAIMED’ with the bilingual hs shown.

   Figure 26

On the other hand, the hs in Figure 27 was taken from a 1952 
Algerian airmail letter to the U.S. The phrase ‘AFFRANCHISSE-
MENT / VERIFIE (1)’ is translated from the French as “postage 
verified,” and presumably indicates that the postage amount placed 
on the letter was the correct sum for the airmail service.

   Figure 27

On the other hand, the simple ‘R.T.S.’ (returned to sender) 
‘UNCLAIMED’ in Figure 28 were placed on a 1980 Kenya, 
Uganda, Tanganyika undeliverable airmail domestic letter.

   Figure 28

The Gold Coast became independent and was renamed Ghana 
on March 6, 1957. The July 22, 1958 domestic letter in Figure 
29 was short paid 1 pence. Since it was soon after indepenednce, 
the overprinted stamp and postage due stamp were used on this 
letter, as the new stamps for Ghana had not yet been produced.

   Figure 29

I was surprised how difficult it was to locate any African aux-
iliary marking type letter uses for this article. To find the relatively 
few examples I did, I had to search out both pre- and post-colony 
uses. I look forward to having readers who collect this material 
to present their examples for later publication.
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The Second Blue ‘REGISTERED’ Rubber Stamp
Merle Farrington

Illustrated is the second blue ‘REGISTERED rubber stamp 
that I have seen. It was on a 1924 San Francisco origin letter. 
It is shown true size. (Editorial comment: In my experience 
color has always been a very subjective matter. I would suggest 
that the color is more of a Teal (blue-green or aqua) than a 
true-blue. but again color is so subjective).

Another ‘INDEFINITE’ Marking
Merle Farrington

The post card illustrated is a 1907 card from Visalia, Ca-
lif. to an address that is to me, and was to the postal worker 
indecipherable. Like the card illustrated in the January 2007 
issue of the Auxiliary Markings newletter, it carries a marking 
‘INDEFINITE,’ shown actual-size. This card also carries a 
‘Returned for Better Address’ handstamp. 

I searched the Postal Bulletins for ‘Indefinite’ and found 
the following. It is found in Postal Bulletins from 1880 to the 
present. However, after the mid-1920s, it usually refers to an 
indefinite period of time.

Before this date it more commonly refers to a address that 
is inadequate for delivery. It is missing a city name, an exact 
numerical address or some other vital element that allows for 
delivery. This post card does not seem to be addressed to a city.

Incidentally, there is no postage on the card, but I believe 
that the space without cancel in the upper right of the card 
suggests that the postage was placed and has been removed. 
The divided card was allowed as of March 4, 1907 (the card is 
dated April 1907), so postage would have been 1¢.

Misaddressed Letter with Important USPS Warning
Merle Farrington

This July 10, 1998 international airmail let-
ter was mailed from Guatemala to the United 
States. It was misaddressed to Hamler, Ohio 
instead of Holgate, Ohio.

Fortunately, it carried the correct ZIP Code 
for Holgate, so I suspect that it was not delayed 
much in its final delivery.

The handstamp placed by the US Postal 
Service and shown actual size is interesting to 
me in that it warns that in the future the mail 
will be processed by automated equipment, 
with possible delay and even return to sender 
if misaddressed.

I find this statement to be somewhat cu-
rious because I would think that automatic 
handling was already in place by this time. 
(Editorial comment: I agree with this state-
ment. Perhaps Mike Ludeman, who seems 
more in tune with USPS automation, can better 
interpret this statment by the USPS).
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New Pointing Hand Marking Database
by Mike Ludeman

A new resource is now available for collectors of the Pointing 
Hand class of auxiliary markings. Don Denman, who is the owner/
operator of the Stamp Smarter website, which can be found at 
https://www.stampsmarter.com, has constructed a community 
project SQL Pointing Hand Cover Census Database which allows 
anyone to examine the covers and markings in the database. He 
also allows designated individuals to enter new cover data and 
images which represent those covers which have one or more 
pointing hand auxiliary markings. This Pointing Hand database 
can be found from the Features page at Stamp Smarter, or directly 
at the following URL link:   

http://www.stampsmarter.com/features/CoverPointingHand-
Home.html 

This Pointing Hand Cover Census Database was conceived 
by a member of the Auxiliary Markings Club who wanted a way 
to preserve the information he had compiled over his years of 
collecting these covers. Because I had worked with Don on several 
other Cover Census database projects in the past, I offered to help, 
and together we collaborated to add some additional data fields 
to make the database more useful to collectors.

The covers which are stored currently in this and the other 
cover databases on the Stamp Smarter website is available to all 
members of the philatelic community. To add covers, a collector 
must establish a “Contributor” account on the Stamp Smarter 
website by contacting the Administrator using the link found on 
the Pointing Hand Database home page.

The home page for the database has links to a Contributor’s 
Guide which describes the process for adding new cover data to 
the database, and a second page which describes and documents 
the fields in the database. Users can readily view data which 
provides statistics about the number of pointing hands of various 
times, and retrieve individual covers or groups of cover by type of 
pointing hand, city and/or state where used, and the year of use.

This database currently has 355 covers (when written Apr 7, 
2018), and obviously this barely scratches the surface of these 
ubiquitous auxiliary markings. Because this is a community 
project, everyone in the philatelic community is invited to use the 
data and contribute their own covers to the project. I encourage 
all AMC members to review the database as presently constructed 
and examine the contents to see if your favorite marking is present.

Beginning with the early issues of the AMC Newsletter, there 
has been discussion of the possibility of creating a master database 
for all auxiliary markings.  To make such a project happen would 
require a commitment from the AMC and especially its members 

to first assist in the design so that all of the desired information 
about a marking would be accurately recorded, and then to provide 
support to the effort by adding their own covers with markings 
to the new database.  

 Other Related Projects
There are many other community projects on the Stamp 

Smarter website, including two which might be of interest to our 
members. The first is a USPOD Postal Forms database, in which 
we are attempting to provide information and illustrations of the 
myriad of postal forms used by the US Post Office Department 
and the current US Postal Service since inception in the early 19th 
century. This project is based on listings of these forms over the 
past years by the late David Straight and our editor, Tony Waw-
rukiewicz. To date we have included images or data on over 1500 
postal forms, most of which have a role in the moving of the mails 
and operation of post offices. It can be viewed at:  

 http://www.stampsmarter.com/features/NYReg_Forms_
Home.html

 The next item is a Cover Census Database for US domestic 
registered covers with the Form 1549A label used on an experi-
mental basis between 1907 and 1910. The original data for this 
database was compiled by a number of collectors in the Registered 
Mail Study Group of the United States Stamp Society, and has 
been written up on several occasions in their publication, The US 
Specialist. This can be accessed from the Features page of the 
Stamp Smarter website:  http://www.stampsmarter.com/features/
NYReg_1549Home.html

This database currently has 431 covers recorded, with 272 
represented by the images of the covers. This original cover 
census was started over 20 years ago when it was not as easy 
to preserve digital images, and so much of that initial data was 
recorded only by hand and thus we need to locate images of over 
160 of these covers.

The Stamp Smarter website has a wide number of other fea-
tures that will be of interest to both stamp collectors and postal 
historians. If you are not familiar with this on-line philatelic 
resource, I encourage each of you to spend some time and inves-
tigate it to see what might be of value to your collecting interests. 

If you have an interest in any of these databases, please con-
sider becoming a contributor, and add your data to them. If you 
have specific questions about anything in this note, please feel 
free to contact me at mike@ludeman.net.

Now let’s discuss one pointing hand on a cover.
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Informational Internal United Nations Auxiliary Marking
by Tony Wawrukiewicz

This is a 1949 letter from South Africa to the Population Re-
search Division of the newly formed United Nations. 

The handstamp was applied on arrival at the United Nations 
office in order that upon opening, if it was found to contain con-
tents that were related to official business in some department, 
that it be forwarded to that department. 

Neither the cover or marking are shown true size.

This cover from India illustrates an interesting and possibly 
confusing pointing hand handstamp (shown actual size). Section 
122.1k states: “The bottom line of the address must show only 
the country name written in full (no abbreviations) and in capital 
letters.” Even though the address only originately stated USA at 

the bottom, the item did reach the U.S, (because the handstamp 
was placed). So why was it necessary? Why was USA address 
written out since I don’t think it was necessary? Certainly the item 
was not returned to sender?
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‘Undeliverable Devastated Section’
by Scott Steward

On December 5, 1917, the French cargo ship S.S. Mont-Blanc 
arrived in Halifax, on its way to the Harbor of Bedford Basin 
from New York, and was fully loaded with a variety of explo-
sives headed for Europe to be used in the war effort. At Bedford 
Basin, the Mont-Blanc was to meet up with other ships heading 
across the Atlantic so they could travel as a convoy and perhaps 
be less vulnerable to attack by German submarines. Because the 
Mont-Blanc arrived late on December 5, the anti-submarine nets 
protecting Bedford Basin had already been raised for the night, 
forcing the Mont-Blanc to anchor for the night at the mouth of 
Halifax Harbor. On the morning of December 6 the Mont-Blanc 
was cleared to enter the narrows that lead to Bedford Basin. At 
the same time the Norwegian ship Imo was leaving Bedford Ba-
sin in route to New York where it was to pick up relief supplies 
headed for Belgium.  

Navigation protocols dictated that ships passing through the 
narrows stay to the right of the channel allowing oncoming ships 
to pass on the left. During the Imo’s passage through the narrows 
it encountered another ship, the S.S. Clara, headed to Bedford 
Basin. Unfortunately the Clara was traveling to the left of the 
channel, the wrong side. The Imo and the Clara passed each other 
on the right rather than the left as was normal. After passing the 
Clara the Imo encountered a tug boat headed up the middle of 
the channel. This forced the Imo even further to the left of the 
channel. The arriving Mont-Blanc spotted the Imo traveling on its 
side of the channel when the ships were less than a mile apart. In 
the next several minutes there was a series of miscommunications 
between the ships and attempted maneuvers to avoid a collision.  
However, the Imo struck the right side of the Mont-Blanc tearing 
the hull. This collision generated sparks which ignited the cargo 
onboard the Mont-Blanc. The fire burned for approximately 20 
minutes before the ship exploded at 9:04 AM. The giant explo-
sion resulted in significant damage and a tsunami which washed 
over both sides of the narrows. This was followed by numerous 
fires sparked by the disaster. This disaster resulted in the death 
of over 1,800 people and approximately 9,000 additional people 
were injured. Virtually every building within a 1.6 mile radius of 
the explosion was destroyed. Ultimately over 25,000 people were 
left homeless.  This explosion is considered the largest man made 
explosion until the advent of the atomic bomb.  

Five months later the cover shown in the Figure below was 
mailed from Attleboro, Mass and was addressed to Mr. Joseph 
Redmond on 6 Needham St. in Halifax, Nova Scotia. The letter 

arrived in Nova Scotia on May 22 where it received the auxiliary 
marking ‘Undeliverable Devastated Section,’ and was marked 
with a pointing hand for return to the sender, the Attleborough 
Savings and Loan Association. Additionally, it received a marking 
from the Halifax, N. S. Department of Letter Carriers on May 22.  

The employees at the Savings and Loan Association would 
have been well aware of the disaster but may not have known 
how to reach Mr. Redmond or whether he had survived and thus 
mailed the letter in hopes of contacting him. The Figure on Page 
11 is a section from a map showing the damage to the Halifax 
harbor area. We see that Needham Street, which is circled on the 
map, is located at a boundary where everything between Needham 
Street and Halifax Harbor is classed as either burned ruins or to-
tally collapsed with the streets further from the harbor classified 
as badly wrecked. Clearly there was no hope of delivering mail 
to a location in this area. Mr. Redmond’s name does not appear 
in the list of those killed in the disaster so we can assume that he 
did survive.  

To date, the author has not been able to locate similar mak-
ings in any collection or in the philatelic literature. The author 
is interested learn any information others may have about this 
marking; please feel free to contact the author at scott_steward@
hotmail.com. 

Editor’s note: The first two images are full-sized.

References:

Plan showing devastated area of Halifax City, N.S.
https://novascotia.ca/archives/maps/archives.asp?ID=71 (Ac-

cessed May 28, 2018)

Halifax Explosion http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/
en/article/halifax-explosion/ (Accessed May 28, 2018)

Halifax Explosion Remembrance Book https://novascotia.ca/
archives/remembrance/ (Accessed May 28, 2018)
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A Pleasant Journey
by Jeff Lough

The accompanying cover with a hand-drawn pointing hand 
(HDFP) was originally mailed from Pleasanton, Kansas and had 
been mailed on January 14th during the time when registered first 
class mail could be mailed from Kansas to Indiana for twelve cents. 
The Pleasant Hill, Indiana post office had been open from 1833 
until 1882. The two cent green stamp (Scott Number 213) was 
not issued until September of 1887. That post office had already 
closed when the cover was sent. The postmark’s year is not shown 
but is most likely January 14, 1888 or 1889. 

Since the Pleasant Hill post office no longer was in operation, 
it  makes sense that the name was crossed out and it was redi-
rected to nearby South Bend, Indiana. The cover has two sets of 
registration numbers, 254/247 and 31/29. It is hypothesized that 
the two numbers were written on registered mail in that era in 
some smaller post offices indicating the total number of registered 
letters that had been issued by and on the date processed up to 
that point for that quarter of the year by that post office (the upper 
number) and the registration number assigned specifically to that 
cover (the lower number). The cover had to be re-registered when 
it was redirected back to Pleasanton, Kansas from South Bend, 
and the larger numbers were used from the larger city (South 
Bend, Indiana), since they had more business. The killer on the 
stamps appears like it may be similar to the Chicago geometrics 
design identified as GEC-60 in James Coles’ Cancellations and 
Killers of the Banknote Era 1870-1894 II (1995).  The hand, like 
many other HDPFs, has only four fingers and has darkened areas 
at the tips of two fingers that are suggestive of fingernails. Since 
the cover was addressed to a gentleman with a title identified as 
“Rev.”, it is possible that it was registered because it contained 
cash and money was being sent as a donation or fees to support 
a local parochial school or orphanage. Catholics had organized a 
nearby Indian mission that had turned into a Catholic academy/
high school at the time the letter had been postmarked. The cover 
had no contents so this is conjecture.

Endnotes:
Bissell, Arthur H. and Thomas B. Kirby (Compilers and 

Editors). The Postal Laws and Regulations of the United States 
of America, 

Published in Accordance with the Act of Congress Approved 
March 3, 1879. Washington, D. C.: Government Printing Office, 
1879.

Editor’s Note: This is a fascinating cover and use. Jeff and I 
cannot justify this placement of paired registration numbers on a 
cover by any reference, with particular attention to the 1879 and 
1887 Postal Laws and Regulations. Can any reader help?
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There is one cancel on a stamp and two auxiliary markings 
that I believe are worth illustrating and discussing. 

The USPS and Post Office Departments (POD) have always 
been concerned about intercepting and removing obscene mail 
from the mail stream. Our newsletter, in Jan. and July of 2009, 
illustrated two post cards that were labeled unmailable because 

Figure 1

their content  was deemed to be ‘Obscene.’ 
In Figure 1 is shown a 1959 U.S. airmail stamp that carries a 

message concerning obscene mail that was a message part of a 
cancel. This message was part of the effort of the POD to battle 
obscene mail.

I also have two covers, dated 1977 and 1978 from State Col-
lege, Penn. to a Washington, D.C. address:

MISS MAJORIE DOUGLASS SEWARD
DAMASCAS
DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20520

I’m not certain what the word DAMASCAS in the address 
refers to. 

In  any case, there are two letters to this person in Washington, 

and each has a repeating message at the cover’s inferior third. I’ve 
only illustrated the first of these two letters here (Figure 2). The 
second message, in Figure 3, ‘LETTER BOMB INSPECTED,’ is 
clearer in its meaning. Because of this my attempt at deciphering 
the second message, ‘LBD INSPECTED’ as LETTER BOMB 
(Detector/Division/Department) INSPECTED is likely correct.

It is not clear how these repeating messages were applied. Un-
like these markings, the Spray or Inkjet markings, mainly placed 
after 1989, consisted of multiple small dots. Therefore, another 
application technique was used.

Only the repeated messages are shown correct size.

Figure 2, 1977

Figure 3, 1978


