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Unusual Special Delivery Uses
by Tony Wawrukiewicz

The cover in Figure 1 is one that was shown first in the July 
2010 issue of Auxiliary Markings. This 1929 special delivery letter 
was forwarded from a city where the special delivery fee was paid, 
and the fee was claimed at the office of first address.  It was then 
forwarded. The rarely seen marking ‘Forwarded, delivery fee paid 
by office of the first address,’ was placed in Waterloo, indicating 
that the letter was not to receive special delivery service at the 

office to which it was forwarded. Hs is correct size, not cover.
The second, May 11, 1944 special delivery letter was short 

paid 2¢ when mailed in Philadelphia. I believe that it was then 
correctly sent on to Hollywood because such letters were allowed 
special delivery service if at least the fee was paid. However, when 
the letter was ‘Forwarded, Fee not claimed,’ it was incorrectly? 
‘Returned for Postage’ ‘DUE 2¢.’ as indicated by the June 16, 
Philadelphia CDS placed on the cover. It is not clear to me if this 
handling was correct - do our members have any thoughts?
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Today we take air mail pretty much for granted. Items get 
delivered in short order, and it is not just the United States Postal 
Service that employs the use of air mail, but the private carriers 
(UPS, FedEx, etc.) provide service that rivals the USPS.  Air mail 
in the early days was a very uncertain enterprise, with numerous 
crashes and operational problems. A very detailed discussion of 
the first flights has been compiled by O’Sullivan (Ref. 1). In this 
“Pioneer Period” (1910-1916) the transport of mail was termed 
“aerial mail”.

The inauguration of regular air mail service occurred on May 
15, 1918.  Over the next few decades there were numerous crashes 
and fatalities. All of these “interruptions” have been documented 
in the American Air Mail Catalogue (Ref. 2).  I will briefly discuss 
a dozen covers from my collection, using the information from 
this reference. The covers are reduced in size, but the important 
associated auxiliary markings are not.

The first one, the “Mendota” cover in Figure 1, is a cover that 
was sent from Minneapolis, Minn. on June 7, 1926 (CAM 9) to 
Chicago, Ill. During the second leg of the flight the pilot, Elmer 
Partridge, was killed in a crash attributed to poor visibility. All 
of the mail was recovered and sent by train to Chicago, where it 
was back-stamped on June 8, 1926.  The cachet was a private one. 
Note that Ref. 2 uses the word Cachet instead of handstamp, and 
this article therefore uses this convention.

  
   Figure 1

On March 11, 1929 (see Figure 2), a Boeing Air Transport plane 
(CAM 18) crashed in a snowstorm on its way from San Francisco to 
Chicago.  The mail was found in a burned state and was forwarded 
from Salt Lake City after purple cachets were applied by postal 
inspector C. F. Dutton.  The highly damaged covers were forwarded 
in penalty envelopes.

   
   Figure 2

A Western Air Express plane en route from Los Angeles to Salt 
Lake City crashed in the Wabash Mountains of Utah on January 
10, 1930. Pilot Maurice Graham was killed.  The damaged plane 
was not found until June 24, 1930.  

Crash Covers
by Jerry Johnson
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   Figure 3

The mail was not damaged (see Figure 3) and was returned to 
Los Angeles (cover has a CDS dated June 28, 1930 at Los Angeles) 
and then returned to the writer. A cachet was applied that reads 
‘Delay due to wrecked mail plane - January 10, 1930.’

On September 21, 1930 a National Air Transport plane (CAM 
17: Chicago to Newark) made an emergency landing at Warren, 
Ohio after the motor failed. The plane struck a telephone pole 
which resulted in a fire. Some mail was recovered, and the applied 
cachet notes the fire (see Figure 4).

     
   Figure 4

CAM 32 was operated by Varney Air Lines.  On a January 
22, 1931 flight from Seattle to Pasco, Wash. pilot Walter Case 
was killed when the plane crashed into Baldy Mountain.  The 
wreckage was located on January 29, 1931. All mail was water 
and oil damaged and it was forwarded from Portland, Ore. on 
January 30. Various cachets were applied; the one shown in Figure 
5 reads: ‘Delayed by plane crash near 1-22-13 Washoug’l Wn.’ 
This cover was received in Chicago, Ill. on February 3 and then 
it was forwarded  to Wheaton, Ill. 

       
   Figure 5

Pilot Ray Boudreaux was killed when his Pacific Air Transport 
plane (CAM 8) exploded over Oakland Bay on September 16, 
1931. Three hundred twenty-five pounds of badly water soaked 
mail were recovered and forwarded after application of a cachet.  
The cover (see Figure 6) also has a very faint ‘missent’ marking 
just below the stamp (Seattle, Wash.).  

        

      
   Figure 6

A Transcontinental & Western Air flight for CAM 34 fell into 
a river at Kansas City, Missouri on July 28, 1933 when the motor 
failed upon takeoff. All of the mail (see Figure 7) was recovered 
in a water-soaked condition. A cachet was applied and the mail 
was forwarded.

     
   Figure 7

The next item (Figure 8) is a cover that was sent from Nash-
ville, Tenn. to San Diego, Calif.  The cover was carried by Amer-
ican Airlines flight AM-23 ( a Douglas DC-2-120) that originated 
in Newark and was going to Fort Worth, Tex. Near the town of 
Goodwin, Ark. the plane crashed into a swamp killing both pilots. 
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The cause of the disaster was unknown. Mail recovered from the 
crash was forwarded from Little Rock. Three types of cachets 
were applied, with one shown here in Figure 8.

      
   Figure 8

On December 15, 1936 a Western Air Express flight from Los 
Angeles to Salt Lake City crashed into a mountain peak. The plane 
was not found until June 6, 1937; five hundred fifty-nine pounds 
of mail were salvaged and forwarded to Salt Lake City (Figure 
9) where cachets denoting the incident were applied. Severely 
damaged mail was forwarded in penalty envelopes.

      
   Figure 9

On December 18, 1936 a Northwest Airlines Westbound flight 
crashed into Cemetery Ridge in the Saint Joe National Forest in 
Wash. The pilot and co-pilot were killed. The pilot had become 
lost due to bad weather and may have had problems with the 
instruments.  Nine of the sixteen mail sacks were destroyed. 141 
pounds of mail were recovered and forwarded from Spokane, 
Wash. on December 26. Mimeographed labels were applied to 
the covers.  This cover went to General Delivery in Spokane on 
December 30. Figure 10 shows a newspaper clipping that gives 

the location of the crash.

      
    Figure 10

United Air Lines flight AM-11 (Seattle to Oakland)  ran out 
of fuel and the pilot had to land in the sea off of Point Reyes, 
Calif. on November 29, 1938. The pilot survived, but the co-pilot 
drowned. Five hundred eighteen pounds of mail were recovered 
(Figure 11). Cachets were applied, and the mail was forwarded.
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   Figure 11

The final item illustrates an interruption due to pilot error.  
United Air Lines flight AM-1 (Oakland–Chicago-New York) was 
landing at LaGuardia Airport when pilot Douglas Wilson overshot 
the landing and ended up in Flushing Bay on April 11, 1942. One 
thousand fifty-six pounds of mail were recovered. Three styles of 
cachets were applied with one shown in Figure 12.

There are many other types of “interruptions”.  Maybe some of 
the members have examples from trains or ships that they would 
like to share in a short article for the newsletter.

           
   Figure 12

References:
1. The Pioneer Airplane Mails of the United States, Thomas 

J. O’Sullivan, The American Air Mail Society, Cinnaminson, 
N.J., 1985.

2. American Air Mail Catalogue, Volume 1, Sixth Edition, 
1998. 

‘POSTAGE DUE COUNTED,’ ONLY USED IN DES MOINES, IOWA?
by Tony Wawrukiewicz

 At Stampshow 2015, I picked up three covers, all mailed to 
the Better Homes and Gardens magazine in Des Moines, Iowa, all 
with the, to me, remarkable auxiliary marking ‘POSTAGE DUE 
COUNTED.’ This marking was used to indicate that postage due 
was paid.

The earliest one, shown in Figure 1, was mailed in September, 
1940, paid 2¢, and short paid 1¢, an amount that was paid as indi-
cated by the 1¢ due stamp on the envelope, and the very unusual 
hs ‘POSTAGE DUE COUNTED.’

The second example, in Figure 2, was mailed in October 
1958, was franked with a 4¢ stamp, but was mailed in an airmail 
envelope and thus should have been paid the airmail postage of 
7¢ per ounce. So it was short paid 3¢, an amount that was paid 

Figure 1 Figure 2

as indicated by the 3¢ postage due meter stamp on the envelope, 
and, also, the very unusual hs ‘POSTAGE DUE COUNTED.’

The third example, not illustrated, was mailed in September 
1958 in a surface-rate envelope, and was unfranked so it was 
short paid the 4¢ for up to one ounce domestic surface rate. This 
amount  was paid as indicated by the 4¢ postage due meter stamp 
on the envelope, and, also, as on the other two examples, by the 
very unusual hs ‘POSTAGE DUE COUNTED.’

This hs is totally new to me and only on mail to Des Moines. 
The 1940 example is printed in the same font as the 1958 one 
but seems minimally larger. The hs are shown full size while the 
covers are reduced in size.
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A Potpourri of Markings
by Dennis Ladd

This article illustrates a variety of markings that I have located. 
There is no order to them, although they tend to be similar to other 
types that have been shown in our newsletter. As is usual in this 
newsletter, the markings will be illustrated actual size, but the 
covers will be reduced in size.

 The marking ‘Not opened by Censor’ is shown on an undated 
UPU printed matter and commercial/legal papers surface rate item 
in Figure 1. The  1½¢ meter paid the up to two ounces rate from 
April 1, 1932 until November 1, 1953 for this uncensored item 
sent from the U.S., to Bombay, India. Although undated, this item 
had to have been mailed during WWII. It is assumed that it was 
not censored because it was printed matter that was unsealed, 
could be opened easily and could be seen to not need censorship.

      
    Figure 1

The mail in Figure 2 is an example of a letter that required 
no postage, but did require the payment of the Special Delivery 
fee. I believe that the hs below the postage states something like 
‘War Department Letter, OFFICIAL / AIR MAIL.’ There is also 
an imprint stating ‘OFFICIAL MILITARY MAIL.’

   Figure 2

Presumably the penalty envelope handled the air mail postage 
and 10¢ handled the special delivery charges (July 1, 1928 until 
November 1, 1944). From a statement in a Linn’s article, April 
2014 (no authorship on the online version):

American armed forces airmail during World War II: Part 1, 
1941-4:

“For the entire duration of the war, postage-free essential 
Official mail had first claim on both domestic and international 
air transport ahead of all other categories. ... Unlike personal 
correspondence, no weight limits applied to Official mail.”

So this letter was correctly mailed postage-free and was given 
expedited handling (as special delivery mail that required payment 
of the special delivery fee).

For the air mail letter to Canada in Figure 3 mailed 
‘REGISTERED MAIL / RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED,’ 
8¢ was the air mail letter rate per ounce to Canada from January 
7, 1963 until May 16, 1971, while 75¢ handled the registration 
fees to Canada with up to $100 indemnity from March 26, 1966 
until July 14, 1969, and 10¢ handled the fee for the return receipt 
service from July 1, 1957 until July 14, 1969.

From Beecher and Wawrukiewicz, U.S. Domestic Postal 
Rates, 1872-2011, 3rd edition. Page 312-313:  “Postmarks are to 
be applied on the reverse side of the envelope so can check for 
evidence of tampering.” Presumably, from the hs ‘RECEIVED AT 
AMF BOSTON / WITHOUT POSTMARK,’  missing postmarks 
on the cover reverse must have been a regular occurrence for there 
to be a rubber stamp made for this note.

       
   Figure 3

The Dec. 4, 1967 domestic damaged letter in Figure 4 
(‘Damaged in handling / in the Postal Service’) is marked with this 
nondescript, uninformative marking started by the Postal Service 
in 1955. Fortunately, the cover bears evidence of fire damage so 
that at least that clue is available. The ‘IRREGULARITY’ marking 
is a new one to us, presumably accompanying the apology for 
cover damage. The number 6703 may be a Postal Service mail 
handler’s marking.

  
   Figure 4

The meter imprint date on the letter in Figure 5 reads Aug. 30, 
2007 while the CDS overlying it reads Aug. 31, 2007. 

Metered mail is supposed to be mailed on the day of the 
imprint. It looks as if a postal clerk did the customer a favor and 
redated the envelope with a circular stamp and added the auxiliary 
marking with another stamp, ‘BAD METER DATES,’ in order to 
justify sending it through. I have never seen this type of marking 
and wonder whether it is an allowed redating by official postal 
documents. Does anyone out there know is this was allowed?
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   Figure 5

The handling of the cover in Figure 6 does not make sense. 
Basically, it is a 1974 international special delivery air mail letter 
from the U.S. to Sweden. The air mail rate at the time was 20¢ for 
up to 1/2 ounce, while the international special delivery/express 
mail fee for airmail letters from May 16, 1972 until April 18, 
1976 was 60¢. 

Multiple copies of the hs ‘POSTAGE AND FEES PAID / AIR 
MAIL FACILITY, JFK, N.Y. 11060’ were applied to the cover. 
However, the amount paid was far less than the 80¢ due, thus the 
illegible ‘POSTAGE DUE ___ marking.’ Since the air mail rate 
and special delivery fee was inadequately paid, the letter should 
have been ‘Returned for additional postage,’ but it was not.

        

     

                   
   Figure 6

The last cover, in Figure 7, a Bulk rate cover paid at the single-
piece rate of 3.6¢ is a mystery to me because the marking, a boxed 
‘Not 15,’ makes no sense to me. At first I thought that “5th Street” 
was not the right address, so the postman tried 15, but it wasn’t 
right either (‘Not 15’). Also, they wouldn’t have a stamp for that, 
would they? Can a reader explain this cover?

        

              
   Figure 7

President’s Message
by Ralph H. Nafziger

Enclosed with this issue is the official ballot for the election 
of officers for 2016. I urge all of you to vote. Ballots are to be 
sent to Joe Crosby, 5009 Barnsteeple Court, Oklahoma City, 
OK 73142, and must be postmarked by December 11, 2015.

Sixteen collectors attended our “show and tell” session during 
the APS StampShow in Grand Rapids, MI last August. Seven 
participants showed a variety of covers including one with an 
incoming ship number from the Cape of Good Hope, ‘mail delayed 
due to wrong bar code,’ a three-country censored first day cover 
from Sweden to Java held by the British until the end of World 
War II, the earliest known mail robbery cover, mail addressed to 
POW camps, invalid and mutilated postage, and a cover damaged 
in a railroad mail car fire. Thanks go to Chris Anstead, Steve Be-
run, Michael Deery, David Eeles, Gary Hendren, Alan Warren, 
and Tony Wawrukiewicz for sharing their covers with the group.

It is not too early to consider exhibiting at our annual meeting 
to be held during the combined AmeriStampExpo/Southeastern 
Stamp Exposition. The show will be held at the Downtown Atlanta 
Hilton, 255 Courtland St., NE, Atlanta, GA 30303, January 29-31, 
2016. Exhibit forms are available at www.stamps.org. Deadline 

for submission is November 6, 2015. I would like to see many 
auxiliary markings exhibits at the show. Please let me know if 
you would like to present a seminar at the show. We will sponsor 
another “show and tell” session, have a dinner Friday evening, 
and a table at the show. Please join us.

Congratulations to the exhibitors who have won our Award 
of Merit at national shows during the past few months. These 
exhibits are:

     “Guatemalan Auxiliary Markings, 1898-1967,” David Fine, 
WESTPEX (Gold)

     “Czechoslovak Legions in France, Italy, and Slovakia,” 
Jaroslav J. Verner, NOJEX  (Gold)

     “Refused Mail of Switzerland,” Roger Heath, NOJEX 
(Gold), APS StampShow (Gold), and SEAPEX (Gold)

     “Prisoners of the Great War Send Home Picture Post Cards,” 
Alexander Kolchinsky, NAPEX (Gold)

     “Postal History of the United States Famous Americans 
Issues,” Ronald E. Strawser, Americover (Gold)

Happy Holidays to everyone!
.

.
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A Query About a Misspelling
by Merle Farrington

 February 2, 1896 marking illustrated in this query was used 
on a registered item mailed from San Francisco. The misspelling 
was probably soon corrected. Does anyone else have this mis-
spelling on a cover?

The cover shown here is from the Philadelphia office of the 
Internal Revenue Service. Note the spray-on ‘FORWARD’ fol-
lowed by a bar code above envelope window. By whom was this 
marking applied and what was its function? According to Douglas 
Quine, probably the leading expert on postal, bar code markings, 
this was not a USPS marking but an internal IRS marking intended 
to show that the cover was to be forwarded. Note that the word is 
‘FORWARD,’ not ‘FORWARDED’ indicating that the cover had 
not been forwarded when the marking was applied. There are no 
markings on the cover that give any clue as to the date other than 
a line on the reverse reading “E-177 (REV 1-90)” presumably 
showing that this envelope type was revised in January of 1990. 
Neither the cover or the marking are shown true size.

Spray-On ‘Forward’ Marking - Where Did It Come From?
by Terence Hines

Another Potpourri of Markings
by Tony Wawrukiewicz

There are a number of interesting auxiliary markings for 
which I have downloaded images from the internet, rather than 
buy them. Rather than have a number of separate articles in which 
I present them, I am placing them in a single grouping here. Be- 
cause I have screen shot the images, none of them, the covers or 
the auxiliary markings, are shown actual size.

The airmail letter in Figure 1 was mailed from the Canal 
Zone to the US during WWII. It was censored, as indicated by 
the censor tape, but also carries what to me is an unusual added 
marking indicating that a P.O. inspector, not a military person, 
was the censor.

  

   

      
   Figure 1

The airmail special delivery second cover in Figure 2 was 
mailed on July 9, 1927 from St. Paul to Keokuk. 10¢ postage 
presumably paid the special delivery fee, while 30¢ paid the 10¢ 
per up to one ounce rate for a 1 1/2 ounce letter. The auxiliary 
marking ‘No service on C.A.M. Rt. 9’ probably indicates that 
there was no service on that route because of weather, and so the 
cover went by train.  

   

  
   Figure 2

The 1929 letter in Figure 3 was first addressed to Menafee 
Airways, Inc. in Charlotte, Louis. It was felt to be misaddressed 
when it reached that city (no such city in that state?), and so it 
was readdressed to Charlotte, N.C.  This, too, turned out to be an 
incorrect address as once the letter reached Charlotte, N.C., the 
auxiliary marking ‘No such firm in Charlotte, N.C.’ was placed.

This seems to me to be a somewhat unusual handstamp like 
all of these, so far, in this article. It is interesting, to me, that cities 
would produce somewhat unusual handstamps that fit what to me 
seem to be somewhat unusual/exceptional circumstances.
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   Figure 3

I have seen the marking shown in Figure 4 once before, but, 
in my experience, it is still unusual. The letter was addressed to a 
building with multiple suites or apartments in it. Since the letter 
had no specific indicator as to which unit it was to be delivered, 
the hs illustrated was placed, and the letter returned to the sender.

  
   Figure 4

The next item, illustrated in Figure 5, actually was a package 
mailed on February 25, 1941. As a package it was ‘Supposedly 
liable to customs duty’ and as a letter package: ‘LETTER 
PACKAGE / COLLECT TEN CENTS,’ 10¢ that was collected, 
as indicated by the 10¢ postage due stamp on the item front.

The hs markings on it are of great interest to me. The Executive 
Order 8389 has previously been discussed in Vol IX, page 2 of 
the newsletter. It was an Order of President Roosevelt of 1941. 
Basically, it didn’t allow currency trading with any country that 

had been invaded by Germany or the Axis countries. In this case 
China had been invaded by Japan. 

This marking is relatively common one, but the second hs on 
this cover is new to me. It states: ‘SEALED PACKAGE / secure 
owner’s / permission to / open.’ It is not clear to me for whom the 
permission was needed. I say this because I would have thought 
that the custom’s authorities would automatically have such a 
right. Can anyone explain this marking and its need?

 

      

          
   Figure 5

The next item in Figure 6 was a marking on an item where the 
downloaded image was inadequate for illustrating here because 
the image is of suboptimal quality. However, the hs marking is 
of adequate quality and was unusual enough that I’m showing it. 
It was on a 1918 US domestic cover. The hs indicates why the 
letter was returned.

            
   Figure 6

Queries 
by Tony Wawrukiewicz

 There are a number of articles in this newsletter where there 
are queries by the author concerning the meaning of various aux-
iliary markings. I am mentioning these here because the queries 
may be lost in the text of each article, especially because there 
are so many queries in this newsletter.

These queries are in the following articles, including “Unusual 
Special Delivery Uses” by Tony Wawrukiewicz, “A Potpourri 
of Markings” by Dennis Ladd, “A Query About a Misspelling” 

by Merle Farrington, “Another Potpourri of Markings” by Tony 
Wawrukiewicz, and finally “Returned to New York P.O. By “Care” 
as Unclaimed (Inquiry Dep’t)” by Tony Wawrukiewicz.

The queries are presented because members of our club have 
been very knowledgable in answering similar questions con-
cerning various auxiliary markings at “Show and Tell” sessions 
at stamp shows.
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‘Returned to New York P.O. By “CARE” As Unclaimed (Inquiry Dep’t)’? 
by Tony Wawrukiewicz

I have two returned items, illustrated in this article, that I am 
not able to understand in spite of extensive efforts, including use 
of the US Postal Bulletin website. The covers are shown reduced 
in size while the markings are shown actual size.

One in Figure 1 is dated 1907 and is from Lancaster, Penn., 
the other in Figure 2 is dated 1925, and originated in Boston. 
Both are addressed to New York City, and the earlier letter was 
mailed to an addressee in a bank, the other to a person sailing on 
the White Star Liner Olympia.

Both bear a very similar and mysterious auxiliary marking, one 
that is better shown in Figure 1. It reads: ‘RETURNED TO NEW 
YORK P. O. / BY “CARE” AS UNCLAIMED. / NOV 22 1907 
/ (INQUIRY DEP’T.) / RETURNED TO WRITER.’ This same 
letter also bears two other markings. On the front it also states; 
‘Returned by care, not found.’ On the reverse is the extensive hs 
that begins: ‘LETTER RETURNED TO P.O. / NEW YORK, N.Y. 
/ BY CARRIER NO......... /.’

 Neither of these secondary markings or any like them are 
found on the cover in Figure 2, and I don’t believe that they explain 
the “CARE” marking in Figure 1 or Figure 2. As I stated at the 
beginning, I have searched the US Postal Bulletins for any hint 
of an explanation for this hs. 

Many people may be aware of the CARE packages that were 
sent after WWII to the destitute people in some post-war countries, 
but this is not what this word “CARE” refers to. I also searched 
out the phrase “Inquiry Dep’t,” without any success.

Is there anyone among our readership who can explain these 
covers and the markings?

  
             

        
   

        
   Figure 1

  
   Figure 2

Editorial 
by Tony Wawrukiewicz

 Enclosed with this issue is the official ballot for the election 
of officers for 2016. I urge all of you to vote. Ballots are to be 
sent to Joe Crosby, 5009 Barnsteeple Court, Oklahoma City, 
OK 73142, and must be postmarked by December 11, 2015.

Also, I would like to make an early reminder to club 
members about membership renewal for the year 2016. Each 
year, a significant number of our members forget to renew 
their membership, requiring that various officers then reach 
out for these renewals. We all (including myself) belong to so 

many philatelic organizations that we readily forget to renew 
our membership in one of more of these groups. So, please be 
proactive and renew your membership now, either directly 
to our secretary, or via Paypal. Note that renewal cost is $15 
before January 1, but $18 thereafter.

Please enjoy the articles in this quarter’s Auxiliary Markings, 
especially those by Jerry Johnson and Dennis Ladd. Also, please 
note the numerous queries found in this newsletter.
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Only Surface International Service was Suspended 
by Tony Wawrukiewicz

 In my experience, it is not uncommon to see international 
mail service temporarily suspended. Postal worker strikes cause 
this to occur frequently for Canadian mail service.

The example today is unusual for a couple of reasons. This 
1977 letter from the U.S. to England was first mailed with a 13¢ 
stamp for the surface service to England. However, the letter was 
‘RETURN TO SENDER. MAIL SER- / VICE IS TEMPORARILY 
SUSPENDED. / AIR MAIL IS ACCEPTABLE’ and ‘ADD 18¢ 

FOR AIRMAIL.’
 The writer then incorrectly over-added 26¢, and the letter was 

remailed via air to England. I have never seen this admonition 
before, and it is especially unusual on a typed label. Allowing only 
airmail service because the surface service only is suspended, is, in 
my experience, unusual. Note the two official spellings of airmail 
(air mail). The cover is reduced in size, but the upper right part of 
the cover is shown actual size.

Interesting Handling of Canadian Short Paid Letter 
by Tony Wawrukiewicz

 Shown is a May 1916 latter mailed from Montreal, Canada 
to the U.S. with 2¢ Canadian postage paid at the 2¢ for up to one 
ounce treaty rate. Since mailed during the war tax period, an added 
one cents war tax was due, and the letter was ‘RETURNED FOR 
WAR TAX.’

Since the return address was not a Canadian one (Utah), the 
letter was returned to the Montreal Branch of the Dead Letter 
Office (see hs on back of letter), and opened so as to see from 

where in Canada the letter was sent. This was determined, the 
letter sent there, and the writer applied the 1¢ war tax due as 
another Canadian 1¢ stamp.

The letter was then sent on to the addressee. The cover is 
reduced in size, but the hs are shown full size.
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Various Labels and Colors Used in Handling Bulk Mails
by Tony Wawrukiewicz

The handling bulk mail notice on this page was given to me 
by Tom Breske. 

Over the years, I’ve seen the labels for bundled mail (C, 3, S, 
F, and D) on various envelopes. Presumably these were on covers 
that were at the top of bundles of the various types of mail listed 
in the first section of the notice.

The colored strips that follow are used as follows. The third 
group of colored strips were placed to (a) indicate the day of origin 
of a mailing and of what priority its delivery was to be given with 
respect to the day of origin. The colored strips in the second group 
were then placed on the mail grouping so as to confirm what the 
actual delivery day was.


