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A USPOD Handstamped Advertising Marking
By Terrance Hines

Shown here is a post card with an unusual auxiliary 
marking. As far as I know, this is the only slogan auxiliary 
marking I have ever seen used by the United States Post Of-
fice Department (USPOD). It reads:

  “Do your bit!
  BUY A LIBERTY LOAN BOND
  Inquire at any bank or post office”  

 
The post card was mailed from Garnet, Iowa on October 

26, �9�7, addressed to Webster City, Iowa. The marking is 
shown separately actual size. I have seen identical markings 
from other cities, including San Francisco, that are absolutely 
identical in font, size, wording and layout, albeit stamped with 
different color inks. From this it appears that the handstamps 
were supplied by the USPOD.

It is interesting that at least this and one other post card 
with this marking are dated before the war tax rate came into 
being on November �, �9�7.
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In larger cities, mail with a correct, or at least reasonable 
address, would be sorted to the supposed carrier route and left 
for distribution. The carrier, more intimately acquainted with 
the names of the families and businesses on his route, would 
occasionally find mail that although the address matched a 
real address, the addressee name on the mail item was clearly 
incorrect.

In the overwhelming majority of such cases the letter was 
returned to the carrier’s pouch for handling at the end of his 
route. In most cases, a pointing hand would be applied if a return 
address was present. 

In a very few cases, an additional handstamp with a detailed 
explanation of the problem has been found. The first two covers 
show examples of this handstamp. On the �895 cover in Figure � 
the handstamp is just to the left of the green pointing hand, and 
on the �905 cover in Figure 2, it is a bit obscured by the post 
office seal over the flap of the envelope. 

    Figure�

   Figure 2

   ‘Letter Returned by Carrier’
By Jim Kotanchik

 
   Figure 3

Figure 3 has cropped, reduced-in-size images of the 2 mark-
ings, but they are difficult to read. The text from the cover in Figure 
� has been diddled a bit to make it more readable, but it is still 
difficult to make out the details, and it is replicated in Figure 4. 

  LETTER RETURNED TO P.O.   
            TACOMA, WASH., BY CARRIER

  If the address on this letter is cor-   
  rect, or there is any other reason 

  why the carrier should have deliver-
  ed it, please send the envelope, with   

  a statement of the facts, to the Post-   
  master, that he may enquire why it    
  was not properly delivered.

    Figure 4

Other than the top two lines, the specific text in both hand-
stamps is identical to the lower paragraph in Figure 4. It is difficult 
to believe that someone who received the returned letter could read 
the handstamp, much less respond to the request in text.

Both covers have a nice grouping of other auxiliary markings 
and considerable aesthetic appeal. In particular the ‘INQUIRY 
SENT’ and ‘Does not Reside at Address Given’ markings are in 
my experience rarely seen. Both covers are in my exhibit of US 
Official seals. 

The handstamp in Figure � was applied in Tacoma, Wash-
ington and that in Figure 2 in Gloucester, Massachusetts. I have 
another similar cover where the handstamp is identical to the right 
handstamp in Figure 3 and was applied in Boston in �903. Like 
the example from Gloucester, the text of the Boston handstamp 
is boxed.
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    Figure 5

The time frame for the use of the labels is somewhat earlier 
than the handstamps; most covers are dated between �882 and 
�885. 

The number of covers with pointing hands (the likely auxil-
iary marking for an undeliverable letter) is huge compared to the 
number of items with the handstamp or label. The reason for this 
very frugal use is entirely unknown.

 

Based on the fact that I have seen only three examples, the 
handstamp must be assumed to be moderately scarce.

There is a footnote to these handstamps. Figure 5 shows a 
letter with an adhesive label that has the same text as shown in 
Figure 4. A total of nine types are known, based on paper color, 
perforation type and gauge, and with minor differences in the text. 
A total of about forty covers are recorded used in about fifteen 
different cities.

   ‘Wqnruckj Trspnkigg’ = Undecipherable
     By Jim Kotanchik

Sometimes a letter is so poorly addressed that 
the post office has no idea of what to do. The hand-
writing on the cover in the figure is so horrible that 
not even the experts at the dead letter office could 
decipher it. The envelope received an “UNINTEL-
LIGIBLE” purple handstamp and was opened in the 
DLO (the familiar triangular handstamp of the DLO 
is on the back) to determine the correct address or 
a return address.

This letter was returned to the city of mailing. 
There are no markings to indicate how the letter was 
handled in Jersey City, the point of origination.

This is the first time that I have seen this mark-
ing. The marking and the cover are not actual 
size.
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I was interested to read Gerald Nylander’s item about a check-
off system to eliminate various routes or carriers in an effort to 
determine the location of the addressee (Auxiliary Markings, 
October 2007, page 6). At the recent AMC convention meeting 
held at the Philadelphia National Stamp Exhibition, I showed a 
cover with similar treatment that had been sent from Denmark to 
India. One of the meeting attendees suggested the Danish cover 
received this type of examination by mail clerks as a process of 
elimination.

The cover bears the correct postage, 40-øre, for a surface rate 
letter abroad. It was cancelled October 26, 1946, in Copenhagen. 
When it reached India, it bounced around the Dead Letter Offices 
in Bombay and Madras. The front of the cover appears to show a 
similar list of carriers or routes. Apparently additional effort was 
made in this elimination scheme as another such listing appears 
on a piece of tissue, attached at its top edge, to the front of the 
cover.

The latest marking on the back seems to be the Madras DLO 
January 24, 1947, whereupon it was returned to the sender. It is 
unfortunate that the sender’s letter was returned, but he sure had 
a lot of attention paid to it for 40-øre!

(Editor: See another example of this type of process in the 
article below)

 

Different Ways to Find Someone - 2
By Alan Warren

Different Ways to Find Someone - 3
By Tony Wawrukiewicz

There was a time in our country’s history when the delivery 
of the mails was in some ways easier. This was especially true 
before �860 where even big cities were small enough that Post 
Office carrier delivery didn’t exist or at best was limited. In many 
cases, especially in smaller cities, towns and villages, one could 
place little more than the addressee’s name and the city on the 
letter and expect it to reach him or her.

Surprisingly this even remained the same for certain ad-
dressees in New York City as late as �890. The illustrated letter 
was mailed from Paterson, New Jersey on July �, �890, to an 
addressee on Broadway in New York City. 

At the time this was clearly enough of an address because 
the New York City Post Office even had an unnumbered form 
for just this situation. This form, which is pasted on the letter 
and illustrated in full separately (not actual size) was entitled: 
‘This slip to be attached to letters addressed to Broadway without 
number.’

This form allowed for input concerning the addressee from 
the directory (‘Not Directory’) and various branches of the 
post office along Broadway (e.g., ‘Not Branch A Dist.,’ etc.). 
Appropriate carriers or post office workers then initialed the 
appropriate place on the form which indicated that the addressee 
was not there.

Eventually this slip passed through all appropriate branches 

and the directory section without 
locating the addressee. After this 
herculean and unsuccessful effort 
there was nothing left to do but re-
turn this letter to its sender. It was 
‘RETURNED / TO / WRITER / 
CANNOT BE FOUND / N.Y.D.O.’ in 
August. This process of checking all 
along Broadway was apparently not 
an easy or fast one.
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‘SPANISH LANGUAGE’ Auxiliary Marking
By Zeb Vance

Illustrated is an image of a censored letter mailed from 
New York on March 3, 1943, to Argentina and an actual size 
scan of the auxiliary mark. I looked at the Auxiliary Markings 
Record and didn’t see the ‘SPANISH LANGUAGE’ handstamp 
listed.

I believe that it’s quite likely that the mark indicates that 
the letter is in Spanish and was applied to facilitate censoring.  
However, was the mark applied by the sender or was it applied 

RECEIVED IN DAMAGED CONDITION
By Douglas Quine

I received the attached item with a ‘received in damaged con-
dition’ label that I’ve never seen before.  There is no indication 
on the label that it is associated with the USPS. The marking and 
cover are not shown actual size.

when opened by a non-Spanish speaking censor?
Incidently, this letter is a nice example of a double weight 

letter weighing up to two ounces and mailed at the treaty South 
American rate of 3¢ per ounce.
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Personal Service and a Smiley Face
By Paul Albright

Here’s an example of a personalized auxiliary marking that 
reflects the best in customer service by a USPS mail carrier. A 
9x12 envelope was postmarked September 12, 2001, to a Denver 
address from suburban Aurora, Colorado. It was franked with a 
34-cent, statue-of-liberty definitive and apparently exceeded the 
one-ounce weight rate. 

This recent cover reached me via extra effort by the United 
States Postal Service. It seems unusual in that the USPS label is 
informal - “HI, HAPPY WE FOUND YOU”, and it has a smiley 
face on it. The label is shown actual size.

(Ed. note: In my experience, the fact that the cover reached 
Doug is a bit unusual for in recent history the USPS does not 
appear to go the extra inch much less the extra mile in locating 
even slightly misaddressed mail. I do appreciate the friendliness 
suggested by the message and smiley face, though.)

A hand cancel was applied September 14 at Denver’s Uni-
versity Park station and ��-cents postage due assessed.  The mail 
carrier circled the postage due amount and added a hand-written 
note and a smiley face symbol: 

  Paid for by Carrier Bobby Anderson. 

Smiley Face Redux
By Doug Merenda
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Editorial
By Tony Wawrukiewicz

It’s that time of year - time for dues payment. Even with the 
addition of color and plans for a color monograph or two, we 
have been able to keep costs down so that our dues remain at 
$�5.00. Enclosed with this issue is a renewal form that you can 
use to accompany payment by mail directly to Jim Johnson, or 
you may renew via our web site.

Some of our members who send in articles are aware that I 
feel a responsibility to clean up markings in these articles so that 
they are more complete and clearer. I do this because I consider 
our articles to be a record of the markings for future readers, 
collectors and writers. This is also why I try, in most cases, to 

And Three
By Tony Wawrukiewicz

I had already placed the two 
prior happy face articles when I ran 
across a third example of another 
such marking. As one can see, this 
happy face stamp is the same as 
the prior one, except for the face. 
However, the September �7, 2002, 
cover’s story is quite different.

The USPS was only happy un-
til the found recipient ‘REFUSED’ 
the letter, and it was therefore 
returned to the sender! This seems 
to me to be a bizarre state of affairs 
where the USPS worked so hard at 
their delivery attempt only to have 
the addressee refuse the letter.

New Members

Richard Benjamin (238)   Byron Mitchell   (240)        
      George S. Norton  (239)   Timothy O’Shea (241)

show the markings in actual size, and I also indicate when this 
is not possible.

I clean up the markings by using the copy tool of the Photoshop 
program. This allows me to remove overlying obscuring letters 
and smears. If enough letters remain from the partially imprinted 
markings, I can copy them into places where letters are only partly 
imprinted or even totally missing. I do this only when I feel that 
my efforts retain the integrity of the marking. 

Two examples of my work, used in an article in this newsletter, 
are shown below. In each case I show a before and after image of 
the marking. Comments about what I do would be appreciated.
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‘Personal Receipt Demanded’
By Terrance Hines

Further ‘Held For Postage’ Related Markings
By Tony Wawrukiewicz

  Attached is a scan of an interesting cover. For one thing, 
the registered marking is pre-printed. In my experience this is 
very unusual. Also pre-printed is ‘RETURN RECEIPT RE-
QUESTED” AND “DELIVER ONLY TO ADDRESSEE.’ The 
mailer really wanted to be sure that only the addressee got this 
one. But to make it even clearer, the cover bears two strikes of 
a handstamp reading ‘Personal Receipt Demanded.’ I’ve never 

seen this before. I wonder if this handstamp is from the post of-
fice or was applied by the mailer. I’ve never come across any 
reference in the official regulations to a ‘personal receipt.’ Also 
note that ‘personal’ has been typed in above the printed ‘return 
receipt requested.’ This is certainly an unusual auxiliary marking. 
Perhaps other readers of Auxiliary Markings will be able to report 
other examples.  

As I announced in the past, Tom Kreske, David Straight, 
Len Piszkiewicz and I are in the process of gathering informa-
tion and listings of markings related to the ‘Held For Postage’ 
process. Previous efforts by our group have been published here 
in Auxiliary Markings (October 2006 and July 2007, as well as 
in Len’s book Chicago Postal Markings and History).

This article by me represents a further effort at collecting and  
documenting the numerous ‘Held For Postage’ related markings 
that have been used. I’ve tried to organize them in a manner that 
allows me to put them into some order, but does not necessarily 
represent how our monograph will be ordered.

As I went through my material, I found many markings that 
were already in one of the above lists. When this occurred, I 
repeated these listings and added the new cities and their use 
dates below them.

Also, as a way to reference the entries as originating in 
previous articles, I have used a superscript code to mark their 
origin. These superscripts are: DS = David Straight article, TB 

= Tom Breske article, LP = Len Piszkiewicz book, BD = Blake 
and Davis (Boston Postmarks to 1890), M  = Milgram, TC = Tom 
Clark (A Catalog of Philadelphia Postmarks), and ASW = new 
entry by me in this article. As much as possible, I’ve tried to show 
the markings as actual size. However, some markings are only 
known from sources where the marking was not copied accurately 
or exactly from a letter or card. In this case they are marked with 
the superscript NAS = Not actual size. 

Unfortunately, because the postal regulations and laws indi-
cated that the stamp that eventually arrived to pay the Held For 
Postage request was to cover the marking, many of the markings 
are partly obscured. Other letters are poorly struck. I am fairly 
adept at using the copy tool of Photoshop to fill in some of the 
missing letters, but I am not always successful at this. In such a 
case I have to leave parts of the marking out. Anyone who can 
fill in missing letters or other parts of these missing segments is 
urged to write me via email or snail mail.
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Held for Postage 
Auxiliary Markings

A Preliminary Catalog of 
Handstamps & Manuscript 

Markings, �882-�958

I. Held for Postage

A.  Pre-1882 Stock markings still in use:

Double ribbon (1858-1909) - Cities 
reported after 1882:   
 Boston, MA �859-62BD  
 Philadelphia, PA �860-�932?TC 

 Providence, RI �883DS

 Braiden, FL �885DS

 Peoria, IL �887M

 Cleveland, OH �890DS

 Bloomington, IN �890DS

 Salt Lake City, UT �909M

 Flint, MI �9�0ASW

Small oval (1861-1895):   
 Philadelphia, PA �865-�928?TC 
 Boston, MA 1867 BD  
 Lafayette, IN 1895DS

 Piqua, OH  1887M

      
Circle (1850’s - 1886) - Cities reported 
after 1882:   
Philadelphia, PA 1886DS (NAS) 
BostonM  

B.  Stock markings offered in U.S. 
Official Postal Guide advertisements, 
1874-1893:

Offered in 1887 by E.S. Miller of Newark, 
Ohio as part of a $2.00 package that 
included dater, canceler, ink, pads, and 
“15 line stamps.” Cities Reported: 
NoneDS (NAS)

John Goldsborough, of Philadelphia, 
advertised regularly. Cities reported: 
NoneDS (NAS)

C. Stock Markings supplied by the Post 
Office Supply Division, 1909-1958:
 The 1909-1932 supply catalogs list the 
text as having only an initial capital letter. 
While I have not yet seen an example, I 
would expect it to resemble: 

Held for postage.

D.  Stock Markings, source not yet 
known:

Cities reported: 
Oakland, CA 1889DS (NAS)  
   

  
Cities reported: 
Brooklyn, NY 1889DS (NAS)

     

E.  Markings unique to a particular city:

Postmasters may have acquired these 
locally, ordered them by mail, or in the 
case of large cities after 1909 had them 
custom-made by the Post Office Supply 
Division. 
    

Cincinnati, Ohio

    
 Cincinnati, OH �906ASW

  

Mechanicsville New York  
     

          Mechanicsville, NY �906ASW 

Indianapolis, IndianaDS (NAS) 

  

New York, New York

     

     
New York, NY 2nd DIV., 1906ASW

     
1886-1894, with letters representing the 
New York Post Office branches. Other let-
ters reported: A. Milgram reports a similar 
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 Philadelphia, PA 1884-94TC

      
 Philadelphia, PA 1904TC  

     
     
San Francisco, California 

  �889DS   
    
Washington, D.C.    

        �908-�8, with manuscript File  
NumberDS, ASW

     
E.  Generic markings used or probably 
used in multiple cities:

Postmasters may have ordered them by 
mail, or in the case of large cities after 
1909 had them made by the Post Office 
Supply Division. 

Cities reported:
Oswego, NY 1888ASW 
Providence, RI 1899DS

Portland, OR 1902-1906DS

Syracuse, NY 1906ASW

     
       From a similar 1887 offer by F. P.     
       Hammond of Aurora, Illinois.   
    Cities Reported: 
 Cedar Rapids, Iowa 1907DS (NAS) 
 Mankato, Kansas 1908DS (NAS)

     
 Cities reported: 
    Burlington, WI 1906ASW

 
 Cities reported: 
    Almena, WI 1908ASW

       

       
 Cities reported: 
 Carrington, ND 1908ASW

 
     

 

 Cities reported: 
 San Francisco, CA 1908ASW

 Honolulu, HI �908ASW

      Denver, CO 1909ASW

 Cities reported: 
 Philadelphia, PA 1906TC

 Eloora, IA 1907ASW

    Walla Walla, WA 1910ASW

   
  Wellington, KS 1910ASW

 
 

      Cities reported: 
 Lincoln, NE 1910DS      
 Walla Walla, WA �9��ASW

 New Haven, Conn 1914ASW

 
 Cities reported:
 Miami, FL �9�7ASW

 El Paso, TX 1924ASW

 Portland, OR �926ASW

 St Augustine, FL �936DS 

circle with Division numbers in the center: 
‘3D DIV’ and ‘4th DIV’ used 1881-1885. 
(Milgram covers #5 and #45)

�906, with letter representing the New 
York Post Office branch.ASW 

HFP19212 ‘HELD FOR POSTAGE / 
G.P.O.N.Y.’ASW                     
          

       
          New York City �92�ASW

     

 New York City �928ASW

     
   
 Milwaukee, WI 1904ASW

Newton, Kansas 
‘Held for postage, NEWTON, KAN.,’ 
used in 1921. (Milgram cover #19)

Oakland, CA �908ASW

Philadephia Pennsylvania 

   
 Philadelphia, PA �855?TC
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 Hillsboro, NH 1934ASW

HFP19342 ‘Held for postage / AUG 28 
1934 / Addressee notified’    
                                  

   

 Cities reported: 

 San Francisco, CA 1938ASW

     
HFP19552 ‘HELD FOR POSTAGE’

     

             
              Daytona Beach, FL  1955TB 
    

     
          

II. Explanation to 
Addressee

This is the Mail For Which (TMP)
You Sent Postage

B.  Custom Markings supplied by the Post 
Office Supply Division, 1909-1958:  

1st and 2nd class post offices were permitted 
to apply for custom markings. These appear 
to have been made by the addition of the 
city name to the stock marking.

Springfield, MA 1911DS, ASW

This is the Mail For (TMP)
Which You Sent Postage 
E.  Generic markings used or probably 

used in multiple cities:

Postmasters may have ordered them by 
mail, or in the case of large cities after 1909 
had them made by the Post Office Supply 
Division. 

 Cities reported: 
 Catskill, NY �905DS

 Eloora, IA, 1907ASW

 Eugene, OR �907DS

 Hudson, NY �9�2DS

 Salem, OR �9�6ASW

     Cities reported: Indianapolis, INDS

     Oakland, CA �907-8ASW

 
          Los Angeles, CA �928ASW

TMP19382 ‘THIS IS THE MAIL FOR/
WHICH YOU SENT POSTAGE’ 

 
 Washington, D.C.* 1938TB  
 Brooklyn, NY 1940TB  
 Newark, NJ 1942TB  
 Seattle, WA 1942ASW

TMP19392 ‘THIS IS THE MAIL FOR/
WHICH YOU SENT POSTAGE’ 

                  

       
 Plattsburg, NY �939TB  
 Providence, RI 1948TB  
 Chicago, IL 1940-6LP  

 Grand Lake, CO �955ASW

E.  Generic markings used or probably 

used in multiple cities:

Postmasters may have ordered them by 
mail, or in the case of large cities after 
1909 had them made by the Post Office 
Supply Division. 

 Cities reported: 
    Walla Walla, WA 1910ASW

TMP19112 ‘This is the mail for 
which / you sent Postage’ 

  

 
 Cities reported:  

 Los Angeles, CA* 1910-11ASW

 Seattle, WA �9�2ASW

                 

 Cities reported: 
 San Francisco, CA �907ASW

                    

 
 Honolulu, HI �908ASW

 

      Zanesville, OH �908ASW

      Denver, CO 1909ASW

   

  Wellington, KS 1910ASW
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E.  Generic markings used or probably 
used in multiple cities:

Postmasters may have ordered them by 
mail, or in the case of large cities after 
1909 had them made by the Post Office 
Supply Division. 

              

 
 
   Walla Walla, WA �9��ASW

    

  
Cities reported:
Harrisburg, PA �9�3ASW

New Haven, Conn 1914ASW

Providence, RI �9�6DS

Chicago, IL �9�7-20LP

Hillsboro, NH 1934ASW 

    

 Cities reported: 
 Colorado Springs, CO �9�7ASW

 Cities reported: 
 Chicago, IL �923-33LP

 Portland, OR �926ASW

 St Augustine, FL �936DS 
 Pasadena, CA 1941ASW  
 Los Angeles, CA 1949ASW

 Inglewood, CA 1949ASW 

              
    

  

This is the Mail (TMP)
For Which You Sent Postage 

D.  Markings unique to a particular city:

Postmasters may have acquired these 
locally, ordered them by mail, or in the 
case of large cities after �909 had them 
custom-made by the Post Office Supply 
Division.

 
 New York, New York

�899-�906 text reads ‘ORIGINALLY 
HELD FOR POSTAGE / BUT NOW 
FORWARDED ON RECEIPT / FROM 
YOU OF AMOUNT DUE / (N.Y. – I.D.).’ 
from the Inquiry Division.ASW   
  

E.  Generic markings used or probably 
used in multiple cities:

Postmasters may have ordered them by 
mail, or in the case of large cities after 
1909 had them made by the Post Office 
Supply Division. 

         

E.  Generic markings used or probably 
used in multiple cities:

Postmasters may have ordered them by 
mail, or in the case of large cities after 
1909 had them made by the Post Office 
Supply Division. 

        

        
 

 El Paso, TX, D.C. 1924ASW

This is the Mail For (TMP)
Which You Sent Postage  - Misc

The sender marking changes text with 
each edition of the supply catalog. While 
I have not seen an example of  the �909 
or �923 markings, I expect them to 
resemble: 
         
    Postage subsequently paid by writer.

In  the 1914 and 1932 catalogs the text 
was:NAS

   
I believe this marking was intended for 
use with Form 3540 requesting the sender 
of non-first class mail to supply postage 
so that their undeliverable mail could be 
forwarded, or returned to them. (Only first 
class mail has the return included in the 
original postage.) 

III. Notice of Detention

Sources for these markings are not 
known. I have not yet found them in an 
advertisement from a private firm. While 
the text is not listed as one of the stock 
markings in the 1909-1932 Post Office 
supply catalogs, larger post offices were 
allowed to order customized markings. 
Most examples appear to be variations of 
the opera glass style used for postage due 
markings. Only one stock marking has 
been reported, all of the others include the 
name of a city.

New York, New York

  
�886-�906 with minor changes in the text 
and font.ASW

Originally Held For Postage (OHP)

Postage Subsequently Paid (PSP) 
by Writer
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